
 

 

HOME LEARNING 
 

Subject: Year 9 –Empire and slavery                  Time to complete: 50 minutes  
*******THIS IS A VERY SENSITIVE BUT VERY IMPORTANT SUBJECT. SOME OF THE PICTURES AND 
INFORMATION COULD BE UPSETTING FOR STUDENTS.**********   
Learning Objective: To know what slavery is. To investigate what was meant by the slave trade.  
TASK 1- Read the information on slavery.   
TASK 2 – Look at the map and answer the questions that follow.  
TASK 3 – Read and identify whether each reason for justifying slavery was a racist, economic or 
religious reason.   
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to the member of staff. 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
 
SLAVERY IS A TERRIBLE THING. IT HAS BEEN THE CAUSE OF MUCH SUFFERING THROUGHOUT THE 
WORLD. SOME OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION COULD BE UPSETTING.     
TAS 1 – Read the information below about slavery and then compete tasks 2 and 3.   

WHAT IS SLAVERY?  
A slave is someone who is owned by another person or other people. A slave has no 
freedom or rights and are not paid for the work they do. Often these enslaved people 
are captured by force and are bought and sold like property. Slavery goes against a 
person’s human rights and is now against international law. Sadly though, there are still 
a lot of enslaved people today. 
SLAVERY  
The idea of slavery is a very old one. For 1000’s of years people have captured other 
groups of people and forced them to do their work. The Egyptians used slaves to build 
their pyramids and the Romans forced them to fight as gladiators. From the 1500’s 
onwards European countries started to turn slavery into a very profitable business 
(making lots of money). 
European Slave traders many of them British made a fortune, taking young men, 
women and children from Africa, sailing them across the Atlantic ocean and forcing 
them to work on the huge cotton, tobacco and sugar farms in North America, South 
America and the West Indies. By the 1700’s Slavery had become a huge business.   
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TASK 2. Look at the map below and answer the questions that follow.  

 
 
1. What continent were the slaves captured from? ___________________________ 
 
2. What country were the highest number of captured slaves delivered to? (look at the box with the 
countries listed- you are looking for the biggest number) ___________________________ 
 
3. What area or country were the second highest number of slaves delivered to? ________________ 
 
4. What percentage of captured Africans (slaves) were delivered to the USA? ___________________ 
 
5. List 2 other places slaves were delivered to and how many slaves were delivered there. ________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TASK 3 – Today people know that slavery is wrong and illegal. In the past it wasn’t illegal but it still 
seems hard to believe that so many people thought that slavery was OK or even good. Below is a list 
of reasons why some people thought slavery was fine. We do not and should not believe these 
things today. They are offensive and incorrect but unfortunately it was how many people thought at 
the time.   Some of the reasons were RACIST reasons, some were ECONOMIC reasons and some were 
RELIGIOUS reasons. You need to read each of the reasons about why people supported slavery and 
decide if they were RACIST, ECONOMIC or RELIGIOUS.  I have explained what each of these words 
mean on the next page.  
 



RACIST – This was where European people believed that white people were better than black 
people. They believed that black people were not as smart or able to do things as well as white 
European people. This meant they thought they were inferior – so therefore it was OK to make them 
into slaves. 
 
ECONOMIC – This is all about money and business. These people thought slavery was OK because 
they wanted to make lots of money and become rich.  
 
RELIGIOUS – Some people believed that their religion and God wanted African people to be slaves.    
 
LOOK AT THE STATEMENTS BELOW AND DECIDE IF THEY ARE RACIST OR ECONOMIC OR RELIGIOUS. 
WRITE THE WORD RACIST, ECONOMIC OR RELIGIOUS NEXT TO EACH STATEMENT OR NUMBER OF 
THE STATEMENT.    
 

1.  Slave Owners thought the slaves were not like humans, more like dogs or 
horses, and that white people were superior (better) to them. 
 
2. Slaves were made to work on farms in America growing cotton, sugar and 
coffee. Their owners made lots of money because they didn’t have to pay the 
slaves any wages.  
 
3. Some people thought God supported slavery.  
 
4. Slaves could be sold for $1200 each, so people who brought them from Africa 
could make lots of money. 
 
5. The bible talked about slavery so some people believed this meant slavery 
was ok.  

 

6. Some people thought black people were dangerous and would rob people or 
worse. 
 
7. The sugar trade in Britain was worth 20 million pounds a year. The slaves 
grew the sugar and sugar traders made lots of money and became very rich. 
 
8. Some people thought that because the slaves were not Christian it was their 
job to capture them and teach them about god and Christianity.  
 
9. Slave owners believed black people were not as clever as white people and 
needed to be told what to do, like children.  

 

10. Some people believed Africans were lazy and without white people telling 
them what to do, would sit around all day doing nothing. 
 
 
*On January the 31st 1865 a very important law was agreed on in the USA Government. See if you can 
find out what that law was. (It has something to do with the number 13)     


