
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can read, understand and analyse the text. I can use punctuation correctly.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well and enjoying the story. 

Today, we are going to be reading and listening to the next chapter of ‘The 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne. 

Click on Task 2 to listen to the story summary. If you want to read along make 
sure you go back to the page.

Thank you Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Fill in the gaps.

Auschwitz was a Nazi concentration camp in Poland, which was used during 
the Second World War from 1940 until 1945. It was a terrible place where 
lots of ________________________ were kept.

There _______________ three camps at Auschwitz: Auschwitz I was for 
political prisoners from Poland; Auschwitz II __________________ used to 
kill the other prisoners. Around 1.1 million prisoners died at Auschwitz, and 
most of those killed were ____________________ .

The Allies (the USA, Russia, UK, France, China and other countries) did not 
believe the murders were ________________ at first, so they did not do 
anything about the camps. Rudolf Höss was the real camp commandant at 
Auschwitz. After the war finished, he was killed for what happened there.

Today, Auschwitz is a ________________. 

die happening Jewish museum prisoners soldiers was were

Complete the text about Auschwitz using the words in the box to help you. There are two extra words.



Task 2: Read the summary 
of ‘The Overpaid Maid’.

A few days later, Bruno is lying in his bed, 

examining the cracks in his bedroom walls. He 

thinks that maybe insects live on the other side of 

the cracks, but then he decides that nobody, not 

even insects, would voluntarily choose to live 

at Out-With. Out loud to himself, he says that he 

hates absolutely everything about their new 

home. At that moment, Maria enters with freshly 

laundered clothes. Bruno asks her if she agrees 

with his feelings about Out-With. Maria doesn’t 

reply, and in turn asks Bruno how he feels about 

Out-With. Bruno tells her that he thinks it is awful, 

and Maria replies that she does miss sitting in the 

garden at the home in Berlin. Bruno asks her if 

she doesn’t think it’s as bad as Bruno does, and 

she seems angry for a moment, as if there were 

things she wanted to say but could not.

Bruno begs Maria to tell him how she feels, 

because he still hopes to convince Father to take 

them home again, especially if everyone feels the 

same way as he does. Maria shakes her head 

sadly, and tells Bruno that his father knows what is 

best. Under his breath he says, “Stupid Father,” 

and Maria tells him that he must not say that. Maria 

says that Father is a good man who takes care of 

them.
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Maria explains to Bruno how his Father paid for her 

mother's hospital care and funeral when she became ill 

and eventually died, and then offered her a home, food, 

and a job in his household. Bruno admits that how his 

father had treated Maria and her mother was very nice, 

and decides to stop trying to recruit Maria to his campaign 

to leave Out-With. Maria looks out the window, and muses 

that Father has a kindness in his soul, but that it makes 

her “wonder what he…how he can…” Her voice drifts off, 

and cracks as if she is going to cry. Bruno insists she tell 

him what she was going to say, but then the door slams 

so loudly downstairs that it seems like a gunshot. It turns 

out to be Gretel, who comes into Bruno’s bedroom. She 

demands that Maria run her a bath. Bruno tells her she 

can do it herself, but Gretel says that that’s what Maria is 

for, as she is their maid. Maria says she will come soon, 

and Gretel marches out of the room. Bruno muses that 

Gretel doesn’t stop to think that Maria is a person with 

feelings, just like they are.

Alone again with Maria, Bruno admits that he still 

thinks Father has made a terrible mistake. Maria says 

that even if that’s how he feels, he cannot say it out 

loud. Bruno is confused as to why he’s not allowed to 

say how he feels, and Maria asks him to remain quiet 

because he could cause a lot of trouble for all of them. 

Bruno says he was only trying to make conversation 

while Maria folded the clothes, and that he wasn’t trying 

to make trouble as if he was going to run away. Maria 

says that he would make everyone worry, and that he 

must just focus on staying safe until everything is over. 

She says they have no power to change the situation. 

Bruno fights back a sudden urge to cry, and it seems as 

if Maria is about to cry as well. Bruno goes to the door, 

and tells Maria he is going to go outside, and that it is 

none of her business. He runs down the road, as if he is 

going to go to the train station, but the idea of being 

alone is even more unpleasant than the idea of staying 

at Out-With.

If you would like to listen to the whole of chapter 6 you can either type 
‘(214) The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: Chapter Six - YouTube
’ into google or click on the link below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=se0HEs8m0b4
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Task 3: Comprehension questions

Maria is the family maid and has clearly lived with the family for a long time. We meet 
her straight away in Chapter 1 but it is not until Chapter 6 that we begin to learn more 
about her. 
1. What does Bruno see as he lying on his bed and what does he imagine lives there? 
(page1)
2. How well is Bruno settling in to his new home? (pages 1 and 2)
3. How does Maria respond to Bruno begging her to share how she feels? (page 2)
4. Does Bruno have a lot of respect for his father? Explain. (page 2)
5. ‘Bruno and Gretel treat Maria differently.’ Explain this statement. (page 3)
6. What do you learn about Maria in this chapter?
7. Maria seems sad or afraid, why do you think she feels this way? 
8. At the end of this chapter Bruno runs out of the house. How do you think he is feeling 
and what do you think he does next? (page 4)



Task 4: Extension – Punctuating the text 

“Dont you like it here then  ” she said finally

“Like it   ” replied Bruno with a slight laugh    “Like it    ” he repeated  but louder this time   “of 

course I dont like it   Its awful   Theres nothing to do   theres no one to talk to   nobody to play 

with. You cant tell me that youre happy weve moved here   surely   ”

“I always enjoyed the garden at the house in Berlin  ” said Maria  answering an entirely 

different question   

“ Sometimes  when it was a warm afternoon  I liked to sit out there in the sunshine and eat 
my lunch under the ivy tree by the pond  ”

Can you use full stops, commas, question marks, exclamation marks and apostrophes to ensure the text below is correctly 

punctuated?

Can you add 7 full stops, 8 commas, 4 question marks, 1 exclamation marks and 8 apostrophes for contractions?


