
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 2
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can read, understand and analyse the text. I can describe the character of Bruno’s 
father.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to listen to the next chapter of ‘The 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne. We are going 

to be particularly focused on Bruno’s father.

Click on Task 2 to listen to the story summary. If you want 
to read along make sure you go back to the page.

Thank you Mrs North
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Task 1: Fill in the gaps

Berlin, 1940s. _______ year-old _______ returns from playing with 
his ______ friends to find all the servants in the house busy. His _______, a Nazi 
officer, has just been promoted and his _______ is packing their _______ along 
with the ______. Bruno does not want to leave their home. His father's new job 
is outside _______ and the whole _____ will be moving to the countryside, 
forcing him to leave the home and _______ he loves. Bruno realises that he is 
going to be lonely when the family arrives at their dreary, isolated new house.

Bruno friends maid mother cases

Berlin school father family Eight

Complete the paragraph using the words in the box above. 

Now, can you list all the adjectives, verbs and nouns in the text?  



Task 2: Chapter 5: ‘Out of Bounds At All Times and No 
Exceptions’. This is quite a long chapter so I have added a summary instead.

Bruno decides that he must speak with Father about 
how much he dislikes their new home. Father had 
left for the new house a few days before the entire 
family closed the house in Berlin and left for Out-
With. Bruno recalls an official-looking car decorated 
in red and black flags coming to take them away from 
the house. Bruno remembers that right before they 
left, Mother had stood in the living room and shook 
her head, saying to herself that they should have 
never let “the Fury” come over for dinner. She had 
not noticed Maria and Bruno standing nearby as she 
said this, and quickly hurried them out of the house. 
The car with the flags on it had taken the family to a 
train station. Bruno remembers seeing another 
parallel train also heading to Out-With. This train was 
crammed full of people, and Bruno felt confused as 
to why the people did not get onto his train, which, 
by comparison, had plenty of room.

Bruno had not yet seen his father since arriving 
at Out-With. He hears a commotion downstairs and 
looks down to see Father talking with a group of five 
men. His father is dressed in his military finest, 
while the other men don’t seen to be quite as well 
dressed, though they are wearing soldiers’ 
uniforms. They are all complaining to him about the 
Fury, and past discipline and efficiency. Father 
silences them with one hand, and assures them that 
things will be different from now on. He says he 
must help his family settle in or face more trouble 
inside the house than outside of it. The men all 
laugh, shake Father’s hand, and stand in a line. They 
shoot their arms up, the way Father had taught 
Bruno, and cry out two words. They leave, and 
Father retreats into his office.
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Bruno creeps down the stairs and decides to try 
and see Father in his office. In Berlin, Bruno had 
only been inside Father’s office a handful of 
times because it was “Out Of Bounds At All 
Times and No Exceptions.” Bruno knocks on the 
door of his father’s new office, and Father tells 
him to enter. Bruno is shocked at how beautiful 
the room is—while the rest of the house is dark, 
this room has high ceilings and a lot of light, with 
mahogany shelves on the walls lined with books. 
Father breaks into a smile when he sees Bruno 
on the other side of his desk, and steps around it 
to shake Bruno’s hand. Father, 
unlike Mother or Grandmother, is not 
affectionate. Father tells Bruno he is proud of 
him for helping his mother and sister to close 
the house, and asks him what he thinks of their 
new home. Bruno admits that he doesn’t like it, 
but Father says that he must accept “Out-With” 
as the family’s new home.

Bruno asks Father when the family is returning to 
Berlin, but Father counters by saying a home is not a 
physical location, but rather where one’s family is. 
Bruno says his grandparents are back in Berlin, but 
Father says that having Mother and Gretel close by is 
more important. Bruno goes on to complain that his 
friends and the hustle of the city are no longer close 
by. Father says that sometimes, one has to do things 
in life that they have no choice in. As the 
Fury believes Father’s position is important, he must 
be in Out-With out of duty to his country. Bruno feels 
tears in his eyes, but Father says that he must realize 
that Out-With is home now, and that they will be 
here for the foreseeable future. Father says that 
when he was a child, there were things he didn’t 
want to do, such as his schoolwork, but his father 
encouraged him to do these things anyway. Father 
asks Bruno if he thinks that he would have become 
such a success if he hadn’t “learned when to argue 
and when to keep my mouth shut and follow orders.”
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Unsure how to respond, Bruno asks Father if he did 
something to make the Fury angry, due to the fact that 
he assigned Father to a job at Out-With, which is much 
less desirable than Berlin. Father laughs, and explains 
to Bruno that his job is very important. Before he can 
think this through, Bruno tells Father that he must not 
have been very good at his previous job if the Fury 
made him move away from all his family and friends 
and into a “horrible place” like Out-With. Bruno 
suggests that Father apologize sincerely to the Fury, 
and then perhaps the family could move back to Berlin.
Father is silent for a time, and then he goes and sits 
behind his desk. He lights a cigarette, and muses that 
perhaps Bruno was trying to be brave, rather than 
“merely disrespectful” towards him. He tells Bruno to 
be quiet now. Though he believes he has been 
considerate towards his feelings up until now, he 
believes this last remark has been insolent, and that 
Bruno will have to accept living in Out-With. Bruno 
shouts that he does not want to accept it. 

Instead of reacting at all, Father just shakes his head 
and tells him to go to his room.
Before he goes to his bedroom, Bruno asks his father 
who the people outside are. Father tells Bruno that 
they are soldiers, secretaries, and staff workers. 
Bruno asks who the people all dressed the same are. 
Father nods his head and smiles, and tells Bruno that 
they are not people at all. He says that Bruno has 
nothing to do with them, and that he should not 
think about them at all. Before Bruno leaves, Father 
indicates that he has forgotten to do something. 
Bruno pushes his feet together and shoots his right 
arm into the air, announcing “Heil Hitler,” just like his 
father has taught him. Father repeats the ritual back, 
and tells Bruno to have a pleasant afternoon.

If you would like to listen to the 
whole of chapter 5 you can either 
type ‘The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: 
Chapter Five - YouTube ’ into google 
or click on the link below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
HdFD9glHrPA
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Task 3: Comprehension questions

1. How was the family transported to their new home? (pg1)
2. What was odd about the train station? (pg1)
3. How was Bruno’s father different to the other soldiers that 

stood downstairs in the house? (pg2)
4. Why, do you think, was Bruno’s father’s office nicer than the 

other rooms in the house? (pg3)
5. Do you think Bruno has a nice father? Give reasons for your 

answer. 
6. What might Bruno’s father have meant when he said that the 

people outside were not really people at all? (pg6)
7. Do you agree with Bruno’s father that home is where your 

family is? Explain you answer. (pg4)
8. Can write a description of Bruno’s father? 
Think about: Appearance, Personality, Job, Expectations, 
behaviour, his relationship with his family.


