
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 2
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can read, infer and analyse the text. I can retrieve information from the text. I can 
research a topic.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to be reading and listening to the opening 
of Chapter 4  of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John 

Boyne.

This week on the 27th January, it is also Holocaust Memorial 
day. For your last task, you might like to do some research on 

this day and why it takes place each year.  

Click on Task 1 on page 2 to listen to the story. If you want to 
read along make sure you go back to the page.

Thank you Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Click on the Task 1 in blue and you will be able to 
hear the story as I have recorded each part for 
you to listen to. Read along using the text.

As you read or listen, collect information about 
what Bruno and Gretel see through the window? 

Task 1:We are now going to read 
and listen to the start of chapter 4

‘’What They Saw Through the 
Window and answer questions 

about what you have found out.
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What do the children see when they look 
through the window?

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/North/whattheysawWk4Yr9Lesson2.mp4
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Everywhere they looked they could see people, 

tall, short, old, young, all moving around.  Some 

stood perfectly still in groups, their hands by their 

sides, trying to keep their heads up, as a soldier 

marched in front them, his mouth opening and 

closing quickly as if he were shouting something 

at them.  Some were formed in a sort of chain 

gang pushing wheelbarrows from one side of the 

camp to the other, appearing from a place out of 

sight and taking their wheelbarrows further along 

behind a hut, where they disappeared again.  A 

few stood near the huts in quiet groups, staring at 

the ground as if it was the sort of game where 

they didn’t want to be spotted.  Others were on 

crutches and many had bandages around their 

heads.  Some carried spades and were being led 

by groups of soldiers to a place where they could 

no longer be seen.

Now read the extract on the left and answer the 
questions.
1. What impression do you get of this place from 
your reading of the extract? (Hint: Think of how 
atmosphere is created.)
Try to write your ideas using these sentence 
openers below:

• The impression I get from this place from the extract is …

• I believe that this is because …

• In the novel it says …

• This explains that …

• I think _____________ will happen next.

2. How does this description hint at danger?

3.Which phrase in the paragraph is good at 
creating suspense?

Task 2: The Camp
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Task 3: 
Listen or 
read the 
rest of 

Chapter 4.
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Task 4: The view from Bruno’s window

What can we infer (understand) from these quotes?
• “ They were everyone.”
• “About twenty feet further along from the garden ... everything changed.”
• “a pair of grey striped pyjamas with a grey striped cap on their heads.”

What do you think this place is?

What does Bruno think this place is? 

Does Bruno understand what is happening? 

What does he know?



Task 5: A concentration camp.

The place that Bruno sees from his window is Auschwitz a concentration 
camp in Poland. On the 27th January 2021 it is Holocaust Memorial Day. 

Below is a YouTube clip of pictures from the 

Holocaust – please ask an adult if it is ok for 

you to watch it.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pD4V7v6

ZVc&feature=related

Can you record some facts about 
Auschwitz and Holocaust Memorial 
Day? What is the link between 
them?
Use the internet to find out more.

https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-
day/

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pD4V7v6ZVc&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pD4V7v6ZVc&feature=related
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