
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can use a dictionary to understand words in the text. I can listen, understand and 
analyse the text.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to be reading and listening to Chapter 
3 of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne. 

Click on Task 2 on page 3 to listen to the story. If you want 
to read along make sure you go back to the page.

Thank you Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Dictionary Definitions 

Please can you look up the meaning of each of the following words that 
will be found in the next chapter of the text: 

You can use an online dictionary to help you. 

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/

One of the words above uses the American spelling. Which word is 
spelt differently when written in English?

admitted torturing civilization resigned

acknowledging foreseeable exasperation resembled

https://www.oxfordlearnersdictionaries.com/


Click on the Task 2 in blue and you will be 
able to hear the story as I have recorded each 
part for you to listen to. Read along using the 
text.

As you read or listen, think about the 
characters of Bruno and Gretel and how they 
treat each other.

Task 2: We are now going to read 
and listen to the start of chapter 3

‘The Hopeless Case’. 
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https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/North/thehopelesscaseWk4Yr9Lesson1.mp3
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Task 3: Comprehension questions

1. What things annoyed Bruno about his sister? (Pg21 and 22)

2. What ages were Bruno and Gretel? (Pg21 and 22)

3. How were Gretel’s friends mean to Bruno? (Pg22)

4. What did Bruno see out of Gretel’s window? (Pg27)

5. Do you think Bruno’s house is scary? Why?/Why not?

6. Why do you think the author has not yet described what’s outside 
Bruno’s window?

7. Do you think there really are children outside?

8. John Boyne refers to this place as ‘Out-With’. What do you think these 
would actually mean and why does he use them?



You can choose either Bruno or Gretel.
Think about how they feel.

Can you write some questions you would like to ask Bruno or Gretel?
Try to write open ended questions (e.g. not ones where you will only get a yes or 
no answer) and use who, what, why, where, when, which, how.

Once you have written about 6 questions, can you try to 
answer them using what you know about them from the
text? 

Task 4: Understanding the characters


