
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject: Music Year 9 Mrs Wright                                                     Time: 50 minutes approximately 
 
 
TASK 1 
 
Learning Objective:  

 To listen to and appraise a piece of music. 
 
This week’s piece of music is written by the Russian composer Glinka. He was born in the early 
1800’s and was a great inspiration to later, more famous Russian composers such as Tchaikovsky, 
whom you may have heard of. This piece is an overture to his opera called Ruslan and Lyudmila. An 
opera is a story which is sung instead of being spoken or read aloud. The story of the opera is taken 
from a fairy tale in which Lyudmila is taken from her father by an evil wizard. Ruslan is the hero of 
the story who sets off to find her. Click on the link below to listen to the music. You can also watch 
the orchestra playing the music. I hope you enjoy listening and watching. Once you have listened, 
please answer the questions below. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyx99YcHdIQ 

 
1. What style of music do you think the track is? 
2. What instruments can you hear and see? 
3. Pay attention to the dynamics (louds and softs) in the music. Do you think the changing 

dynamics make the piece more exciting? 
4. Do you like the music? Why? 

 
TASK 2 
 
Learning Objective:  

 To listen to the music and lyrics of a song and draw a picture of what the song is describing. 
 

Below you can read the lyrics of a song by Brian and Michael. The song is about the artist L. S. Lowry 
who was born at the end of the 19th Century. His work depicts factory life in and around Salford in 
Lancashire. 
The song is quite long so once you have listened to the first verse and chorus, you will have sufficient 
information to carry out the task. Listen to the words of the first verse and chorus particularly. Can 
you begin to imagine what his paintings might have looked like? The chorus mentions ‘Matchstalk 
men’. Matchstalk is just another word for a match stick. Do you think Lowry’s paintings might have 
been made up of lots of straight lines? In the third line of the lyrics, the word ‘Ancoats’ refers to an 
area of Lancashire which had lots of factories in it. Listen to the track as many times as you need to. 
Perhaps you could sing along with the chorus as the melody is quite easy to pick up. Click on the link 
below to begin. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyx99YcHdIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nyx99YcHdIQ


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PobXiRjxagU 
 
Verse 1 
 
He painted Salford's smokey tops 
On cardboard boxes from the shops 
And parts of ancoats where I used to play 
I'm sure he once walked down our street 
'Cause he painted kids who had nowt on their feet 
The clothes we wore had all seen better days 
Now they said his works of art were dull 
No room all round, the walls are full 
But Lowry didn't care much anyway 
They said he just paints cats and dogs 
And matchstalk men in boots and clogs 
And Lowry said that's just the way they'll stay 
 
Chorus 
 
And he painted matchstalk men and matchstalk cats and dogs 
He painted kids on the corner of the street that were sparking clogs 
Now he takes his brush and he waits 
Outside them factory gates 
To paint his matchstalk men and matchstalk cats and dogs. 
 

 
Without looking at any of Lowry’s artwork, draw your picture based on the lyrics of the song. Make 
sure you have carefully read and listened to the lyrics so that you get the setting correct. 
 

When you have finished, click on the links below to view a series of Lowry’s paintings. 
 
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/going-to-work/VwEMbYK9PrUxzg?hl=en-
GB&ms=%7B%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22z%22%3A9.058627112990257%2C%22siz
e%22%3A%7B%22width%22%3A1.834535487363997%2C%22height%22%3A1.2375000000000007%7D
%7D 
 
https://artsandculture.google.com/asset/market-scene-northern-town/8wH_RxS1pbJvjg?hl=en-
GB&ms=%7B%22x%22%3A0.5%2C%22y%22%3A0.5%2C%22z%22%3A9.053762170621427%2C%22siz
e%22%3A%7B%22width%22%3A1.8665636295394041%2C%22height%22%3A1.2375114292712852%7D
%7D 
 

How did you do? Compare your drawing with Lowry’s. 
 
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: awright@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
 
Thank you 
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