
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Emil and the Detectives  
 
Subject:  Year 8 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                       
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can use an online thesaurus to improve a piece 
of text.  
 
Task 1: What is a Thesaurus?  
Click on the link below to watch a clip which explains what a thesaurus is. Watch carefully as you will 
be completing an exercise about what you have watched. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcc2gdm/articles/zsn3msg  
 
Task 2: A Thesaurus is...  
Complete the sentences below by filling in the gaps with the correct word from the word bank. If you 
get stuck, rewatch the clip from the previous task.  
 
You can use a thesaurus when you want to find a different way of ______________something. A 

thesaurus lists words which mean the _________ thing. These words are called _________________.  

synonyms   same    saying 

 
Task 3: Match the Synonyms 
Synonyms (pronounced sin-on-ims) are words which mean the same thing or similar. Match the 
synonyms below by drawing a line to match your choices, or by writing the synonyms on a piece of 
paper/the computer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task 4: Chapter 11 – A Spy in the Hotel  
Click here to listen to Chapter 11.  
 

Quick 

Disgusting 

Old 

Tasty 

Tired 

Clever 

Smart 

Delicious 

Speedy 

Revolting 

Sleepy 

Ancient 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcc2gdm/articles/zsn3msg
https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/Boulton/Year8-Chapter-11-Emil-and-the-Detectives.m4a


Task 5: Improve the Extract  
Rewrite and improve the extract below by changing the highlighted words for their better synonyms 
(alternatives). Click on the link to use an online thesaurus to help you. Type the yellow words into the 
search bar to find alternative words. https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus 
 

Here it’s as noisy as though there was a fair going on all the time – and so many streets and squares – I 
should always be losing my way. I don’t know what would have happened to me tonight if I hadn’t 
have found you chaps. 

 
A handy hint: You might have to add an s to some of the words to make them plural (more than one).  
 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). Don’t 
forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April  If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a 
photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus
mailto:dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk

