
Subject: English Year 8 - Mrs North – Lesson 2
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can read/listen and understand the text. I can use my imagination to create a story. 
I can research a topic and record my findings. 

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to be listening to the 
story of ‘ Arachne’ and.

I hope you enjoy the story.

Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Watch and listen to the story of ‘Arachne’. 

Remind yourself of the story of Arachne by using the YouTube clip below.
You can either type ‘Arachne - YouTube’ into google or click on the link below.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KwR6ddOOgU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6KwR6ddOOgU


Task 2: True or false & fill in the gaps.

Can you write whether the following statements are true or false?
1. Arachne lived in Lydia.
2. Athena disguised herself as an old woman.
3. Athena was very impressed with Arachne and told her how brilliant she was.
4. Arachne was a very good spinner.
5. Arachne won the spinning contest.

Can you fill in the gaps with the words below?
Athena was the Goddess of wisdom and ____________.
Arachne became a little _______________ as everybody praised her work.
The town Lydia was quite known for the _____________________ textiles.
Arachne will always be remembered by _______________ while studying about 
spiders and other insects.

crafts      arrogant     magnificent  biologists



Task 3: Story writing
Think about these things when writing your story.

Why did it happen to you?
How did it happen to you?
How did you find out that you had changed?
What did it feel like when it was happening?
What have you changed into?
Are you bigger or smaller?
Are you a person or an animal?
What new things can you do?
What can’t you do any more?
Do you like being this new person or animal?
Will you stay like this or change back again?

We have read the story of Arachne. In this story 
magical things happen – the character has 
changed shape!
Think about the things you have learnt in this 
story and use your imagination to write your own 
story about a magical experience where you 
change into something or someone else!

These phrases may help you with your story:
All of a sudden  …      It was a shock …    I couldn’t believe my eyes …      It was terrifying  …      It was an amazing thing…     
Very, very slowly …   I tried to look at myself…  All I could feel was … What was I going to do….  I tried to speak but …
Everyone was looking at me…   I thought I was dreaming…  I went to bed hoping…   I took a deep breath and…  
Maybe in the morning everything will be alright



Task 4: Extension – Research and record information

Arachne was turned into a spider by the 
goddess Athena. Use a non-fiction 
reference book and the internet to find out 
some important information about 
spiders. You can record this in any form 
that you would like – you may use bullet 
points, make a poster, make your own non-
fiction book or write a report.
You decide!   


