
Subject: English Year 8 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can read, understand and analyse the text. I can find synonyms for words. I can 
write my own thoughts and opinions.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to be reading and listening to 
the story of ‘Arachne’. 

On page 2, click on Task 1 in the grey box to listen 
the story. If you want to read along make sure you 
go back to the page and scroll down as you listen. I 

hope you enjoy the story.

Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Read the story of Arachne and answer 
the questions.

In the gloom of the rafters, in the roof of the barn, there lives a creature that is always tirelessly 

working. When the sun god sends a golden sunbeam through the window, the tapestries of this 

diligent worker are revealed. These shimmering grey threads, suspended from the beams, are 

woven by the humble spider, Arachne.

Legend has it that Arachne was once a girl who lived in Colophon, a city in the country of Lydia. 

Arachne was the finest weaver in the whole of Lydia. It was an utter joy to watch her weave the 

most magical tapestries. Arachne’s nimble fingers created birds, flowers, butterflies and many 

other beauties of the earth. Stories of the old days would come alive through the amazing pictures 

created by her skilful needle.

1. What does 'gloom' mean in the text?

 happiness

 darkness

 brightness

 loveliness

2. Which word from the text 

shows that Arachne's 

fingers moved quickly and 

easily without making any 

mistakes?

3. What does 'diligent' mean?

 working lazily

 working happily

 working carelessly because you are 

angry

 working hard in a careful and detailed 

way

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/North/ArachneYr8Wk6Lesson1.mp3


Task 2: Answer all the 
questions as you read 
the text.
1. What does 'arrogance' mean?

• a belief that you should be ashamed of 
something

• a belief that you are better than other 
people

• a belief that you have no skill at anything

• a belief that other people are talking about 
you

2. What two words did Athena use to call 
Arachne?

3. Which quote from the text suggests that 
Arachne was frightened?

•  'this disrespectful girl.'

•  'she said scornfully,'

•  'her heart pounded,'

•  'or pay the price!'

Athena, the goddess of war, reason and craft, heard of this mortal’s incredible 

gift, and she decided to go and see it for herself. Disguised as an old woman, 

Athena joined the crowd that watched Arachne as she worked. Even Athena 

had to admire the skill of this young girl as perfect, delicate and realistic 

flowers sprang from under her fingers.

“They say that I am as good a weaver as Athena herself!” Arachne boasted. 

The crowd around her gasped at her arrogance, but Arachne was not 

ashamed. Athena was angry, although she pretended to be kind, and she gave 

Arachne some wise old-woman advice.

“Child,” she warned, “take care not to compare yourself with the great and

powerful goddess Athena. She is the most skilled craftswoman. If you think 

yourself her equal, then surely the gods will punish you for your vanity.”

Arachne laughed. “You foolish old woman,” she said scornfully. “I am not 

Athena’s equal! My skills are far superior to hers! In fact, if she was here, I 

would challenge her to a weaving competition.”

Athena’s anger overcame her. She took off her disguise and appeared as 

herself, a beautiful and powerful goddess, to punish this disrespectful girl.

“Well, you ignorant child, Athena is here! Take back your boast, or pay the 

price!”

Arachne’s cheeks turned red, and her heart pounded, but she was too proud 

to back down.
“I stand by my boast. I challenge you to weave a finer tapestry than me!”



1. Who created images of the 
gods and goddesses 'showing 
all of their power and 
strength'?

2. How did Arachne react 
when Athena ripped her 
tapestries?

3. Can you think of two 
reasons why Athena choose 
to turn Arachne into a spider 
instead of another animal?

4. What is the moral of 
'Arachne the Weaver'? Use 
evidence from the text to 
explain your answer.

Athena’s furious grey eyes held Arachne’s in her steely gaze.

“I accept your challenge,” she replied.

The goddess and mortal sat side by side at their looms and began to weave. 

Athena created incredible images of the gods and goddesses in Mount 

Olympus, showing all their power and strength. Arachne wove detailed pictures 

insulting and mocking the gods, and the crowd began to fear for her safety. 

Both tapestries appeared to be equal in beauty, and Arachne smiled with 

foolish pride.

Athena saw Arachne’s tapestries, she lost her temper completely. She hurled 

Arachne’s loom across the room and ripped the tapestries into rags. The 

watching crowd ran from Athena’s rage and hid. Arachne began to tremble.

“I shall let you live and continue to weave, but everyone will hate you and 

shudder at the sight of you!” Athena spoke to her with menacing fury.

As Athena spoke, Arachne began to shrivel up and shrink into a tiny, black ball. 

Her arms and legs grew grey and crooked, and off she scuttled, trailing a fine 

silvery thread behind her.

And so this tale comes full circle. Arachne, punished by Athena for her 

boastfulness and pride, was transformed into a humble spider. She now lives in 

the roof of the barn, and when the dew falls in shining droplets on her web and 

the sun god beams his light upon it, you can still see the magical beauty of 

proud Arachne’s skill.



Task 3: Synonyms
Can you circle the words in the box below that are synonyms or are closely related 
to the word arrogant? You might need to use a dictionary to help you.

Can you fill in the word web with synonyms for the word ‘failing’?

conceited
lowly
proud

haughty

big-hearted
meek

self-important
shy

humble
superior
modest

unassuming



Task 4: Extension – What skills do you have? 

Arachne’s skill was weaving.

Do you have any skills that you are proud of?

Write a short paragraph about your skills.

Do you think that being proud of your skills is wrong?


