
Subject: English Year 7 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can find synonyms for words. I can read, understand and analyse the text. I can 
research a topic.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we going to be reading the next two chapters of ‘The 
Twits’ by Roald Dahl, and then completing some learning 

based on them.

On page 3, click on Task 2 in the grey box to listen the chapter 
of the story. If you want to read along make sure you go back to 

the page and scroll down as you listen. I hope you enjoy it!

Thank you, Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Synonyms

Can you re –write the text and choose the correct synonyms to change or improve the 
highlighted words in the sentences?

The next morning, when Mr Twit went out to collect the birds, he 
found four miserable little boys sitting in the tree, stuck as tight as 
could be by the seats of their pants to the branches. There were 
no birds because the presence of the boys had scared them away. 
Mr Twit was furious. He started to climb the ladder.

perched following scramble up discovered 
enraged frightened set   gather   



Task 2: 
Read the 
chapters 

‘The Great 
Upside 
Down 

Monkey 
Circus’.

To listen to the recording click on the 
words Task 2 in the large box.

Now for the monkeys.
The four monkeys in the cage in the garden were all one family. They
were Muggle-Wump and his wife and their two small children.
But what on earth were Mr and Mrs Twit doing with monkeys in their
garden?
Well, in the old days, they had both worked in a circus as monkey trainers.
They used to teach monkeys to do tricks and to dress up in human clothes
and to smoke pipes and all the rest of that nonsense.
Today, although they were retired, Mr Twit still wanted to train monkeys.
It was his dream that one day he would own the first great upside down
monkey circus in the world.

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/North/MonkeycircusYr7Wk7Lesson1.mp3


That meant that the monkeys had to do everything upside down. They had to 
dance upside down (on their hands with their feet in the air). They had to play 
football upside down. They had to balance one on top of the other upside down, 
with Muggle-Wump at the bottom and the smallest baby monkey at the very top. 
They even had to eat and drink upside down and that is not an easy thing to do 
because the food and water has to go up your throat instead of down it. In fact, it is 
almost impossible, but the monkeys simply had to do it otherwise they got nothing.

All this sounds pretty silly to you and me. It sounded pretty silly to the monkeys, 
too. They absolutely hated having to do this upside down nonsense day after day. It 
made them giddy standing on their heads for hours on end. Sometimes the two 
small monkey children would faint with so much blood going to their heads. But Mr 
Twit didn't care about that. He kept them practising for six hours every day and if 
they didn't do as they were told, Mrs Twit would soon come running with her 
beastly stick.



Task 2: Comprehension questions 

1. Why did Mr and Mrs Twit have monkeys in their 
garden?

2. What does ‘retired’ mean?
3. What did they used to get the monkeys to do?
4. Write two things that the monkeys had to do upside 
down.
5. Why would the baby monkeys faint?
6. How many hours a day would they practise?
7. In the text it says, ‘Mrs Twit would soon come running 
with her beastly stick.’ What do you think that means?



Task 4: Extension – Researching Monkeys

1. How many different species are there? 
2. Do all monkeys have tails? 
3. What is the smallest type of monkey called and how much do they weigh? 
4. What is the largest type of monkey called and how much do they weigh? 
5. Why did the spider monkey get its name?
6. What two groups of monkeys can we find? What is the difference between them? 
7. What habitats can you find monkeys living in?
8. How do monkeys communicate?

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/monkey.html

http://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/monkey-facts.html

Use the two websites below to find out more about monkeys and/or answer the questions below.

http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/monkey.html
http://www.scienceforkidsclub.com/monkey-facts.html

