


Show Don’t Tell

This is a technique that writers use to create a clear picture in the 
reader’s mind.

It makes the story much more 
interesting and allows the reader 
to fully understand how a 
character feels. 



Which Sentence Do You 
Prefer and Why?

Connor was scared.

Connor’s tummy started to churn 
and he was beginning to break 
out into a cold sweat. 



Which Sentence Do You 
Prefer and Why?

Sadia felt happy. 

Sadia’s eyes lit up as a huge smile 
appeared on her face. 



Which Sentence Do You 
Prefer and Why?

Alex was shy.

Alex blushed and looked up 
at the sky. 



Which Sentence Do You 
Prefer and Why?

Sophie was angry.

Sophie’s face turned bright red 
and she started to clench her fists. 



Which Sentence Do You 
Prefer and Why?

Lucy was cold.

Lucy started to shiver and rubbed 
her hands together to keep warm.



Show Don’t Tell
Improve this sentence and think of ways to show what the character 
is feeling. 

He was 
tired.



Show Don’t Tell
Improve this sentence and think of ways to show what the character 
is feeling. 

She was
shocked.



Show Don’t Tell
Improve this sentence and think of ways to show what the character 
is feeling. 

He was 
afraid.



Show Don’t Tell
Improve this sentence and think of ways to show what the character 
is feeling. 

She was
excited.



Show Me Charades
Use the spinner to choose an emotion.

Show that emotion using
your facial expression and
body language.

Next

Spin

unwellscaredfuriousupsetexcitedembarrassed
furious embarrassed

Please wait…

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-5027-uks2-character-description-checklist


Show Don’t Tell
Can you make up your own sentence using show don’t tell to describe how 
this person is feeling.

Look at the face.  Think about the 
shape of the mouth.  What is 
happening to the eyes?



Watch the clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TltM1ljRcVU

Cartoons are very good examples of show don’t tell.  
Look at the body language and facial expressions. Make 

a list of all the different emotions that have been 
shown in the cartoon.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TltM1ljRcVU


Complete the task in your 
assignments.


