
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 
The Sign of Four 

 
Subject:  Year 11 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can use the Internet to research the novel The Sign of Four. I can answer 
questions about what I have read. I can write a prediction to explain what I think is going to happen 
in the story.  
 
Task 1: Internet Research  
Using Google, find out the answers to the following questions. Write your answers 
using full sentences (not one-word answers).  
 

1. Who wrote The Sign of Four?  

2. When was The Sign of Four published?  

3. Who are the main characters in The Sign of Four? (Name three)  

4. Where is The Sign of Four set?  

5. Who narrates The Sign of Four?  

 
Task 2: The Blurb  
Read the blurb and then answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-
word answers).  
 

When Sherlock Holmes is visited by a distressed young woman one dark and foggy night, he listens 

intently as she tells him about the disappearance of her father ten years before and how, four years 

after his death, she began to receive a large and beautiful pearl once a year every year. Now she has a 

letter from the person who sent her the pearls: they wish to meet her. So begins a mysterious 

adventure involving Holmes, his faithful sidekick Dr Watson, and the young woman, Mary Marston.  

 

1. Who visits Sherlock Holmes in distress?  

2. How long after her father’s death did the woman receive a gift?  

3. What gift did she receive every year?  

4. What was written in the letter?  

5. Who are the main characters in the story?  

 
Task 3: Prediction 
Now that you have read the blurb, what do you think is going to happen in the story? Think about what 
you have just read. Why do you think Mary Marston is receiving a gift every year? Who do you think is 
behind the gift? And who wishes to meet her? Do you think Mary will meet the writer of the letter? 
What do you think will happen if she does?  



Write a paragraph of text to explain what you think is going to happen in the story. Use a range of 
conjunctions in your work (see the word bank below) to extend your sentences and give reasons for 
your opinions. Try to use adjectives and adverbs to add interest to your writing.  

 

 
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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