
 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 
Subject: English Year 11 Miss Poynter 
Time:  50 minutes approx.  
Learning Objective: I can understand a story.  
 
Task 1: Warm up games 
Visit https://www.gamestolearnenglish.com (you can use it on a mobile phone) and play 
the ‘Fast English’ vocabulary game. You will need sound on to listen to the words. 
Play for around 15 minutes and try out lots of different topics.  
 
Task 2: Reading the story 

The Silver on the Hearth 
 

 
 

Once there was a poor farmer who wished for silver in his hearth. One day 
he found a big pot full of silver coins in a field. He thought, “I wished for 
silver on my hearth. This money must belong to someone else.” 
 
When the farmer told his wife about the pot of coins, she was angry. She 
talked to the man next door. “If you get the pot for me I will share the coins 
with you,” she said.  
 
The neighbour found the pot, but when he looked inside it was full of snakes! 
He thought the farmer’s wife had tricked him. That night he threw the snakes 
down the farmer’s chimney. When the farmer got up in the morning he 
found a big pile of silver coins on his hearth. His wish had come true.  
Hearth means the place where the fire burns in a fireplace. 



Task 3: Yes or No 

Use the story to answer these questions with either a yes or no:  
 

1. The farmer was rich.        __________ 

2. He wished for silver on his hearth.      __________ 

3. He found a big pot full of gold coins.      __________ 

4. His wife was angry.        __________ 

5. The neighbour found snakes in the pot.     __________ 

6. He threw the snakes down the farmer’s chimney.    __________ 

7. The snakes turned into silver coins.      __________ 

Task 4: Write the correct word 
Use the words listed below to fill in the gap in the sentence:  
 

1. The ________________ was poor.  

2. The farmer found the pot in a _______________.  

3. The neighbour thought the wife had _______________ him.  

4. The farmer’s __________________ came true.  

5. The pot was full of ________________ coins.  

6. The neighbour threw the snakes down the _______________.  

Farmer Chimney silver  field  tricked  wish 

 

Task 5: Write the missing word.  

Use the story to work out what these words are:  

N__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __     w __ __ __ 

C __ __ __ __      p __ __ 

Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to hpoynter@glebe.bromley.sch.uk  
Thank you 
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