
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject: Maths – Subtraction (lesson 2)                                                                                          Time: 1 hour 
Learning Objective: To solve subtraction calculations.  
 
Task: How do you subtract?  What does it mean?  Do you know any other words that mean the same 
thing?  Explain to someone in your home.  Now, using a deck of cards (online version here, make sure 
you shuffle them before clicking and dragging one for the task: https://deck.of.cards/) and starting at the 
number 30, subtract the values you turn over until you get as close to 0 as possible.  Repeat this 5 
times.  What’s the fewest amount of cards you could use to get to 0 exactly? 
Values of picture cards: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Challenge 1:  This time, you are going to draw two cards and add them together to make a 2digit 
number (eg. K+5=18).  Starting at 50, subtract your 2digit number using either mental or written 
column methods.  Repeat this five times. What is the lowest score you could get? 
 
Challenge 2: Now you are going to start at 100.  Daw two cards and us them to make a 2digit number.  
You can choose to add the value of the cards together or use them to create a 2digit number.  Decide 
which works best for you at the time. 
 For example: 

These cards could be 79 or 97 or 9+7=16 
You can choose to do: 100-79, 100-97 or 100-16 
 
 

Subtract your 2digit number from 100 and repeat, drawing two new cards, until you get as close to 0 as 
possible.  Make sure you write the calculations out.  What is the closest you get?  What was the least 
amount of calculations you had to do?  What happened when you turned over a picture card? 
 
Challenge 3: Your next total is 500.  You can choose to turn one, two or three cards.   Use the value of 
the cards to create a number that is most useful to you.  
 For example: 

These cards could be 397, 379 or 19 
You can choose to do: 500-397, 500-379, or 500-19 
 
 

Subtract the value of the cards from 500 keep going until you get as near to 0 as possible.  Make sure 
you write down your calculations.  Did you choose to turn a different number of cards at different 
points in the task? Why?  
 

11 12 13 1 

https://deck.of.cards/


Challenge 4: Draw three playing cards and write down the digits to create two 3digit (or 4digit if a 
picture card is involved!) numbers.  Find the difference between the two numbers you have generated.  
Repeat this five times making sure to write down your calculations and show your working out.  
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: gmonk@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
 
Please also check Mathletics for tasks set by your teacher on this topic. Thank you 
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