
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject: English Year 10 Miss Poynter – Lesson 1                                                                                                  
Time to complete: approximately 50 minutes 
Learning Objective 1: I can retrieve information from a non-fiction text. 
Learning Objective 2: I can summarise paragraphs of writing. 
 
To listen to Miss Poynter say hello at the start of the lesson click here: 
https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/Poynter/10-English-Week3-Lesson1.m4a  
 
Task 1: read the non-fiction text on volcanoes by yourself or ask an adult to read it to you. 
 

Volcanoes 
 

A volcano is a hole in the Earth’s surface. 
When a volcano erupts, lava (melted 
rock), hot gases, rocks and ash are thrown 
into the air. Most volcanos are 
mountains. This is because the rock that 
the volcano blasts out every time it erupts 
builds up over thousands of years.  
 
There are volcanoes under the sea as well 
as on land. The lava from eruptions under 
the sea slowly raises the level of the seabed. This is how volcanic islands, like Hawaii, are 
formed. 
 
Volcanic eruptions have caused some of the worst disasters in history. Over two 
thousand years ago Mount Vesuvius in Italy erupted, burying the town of Pompeii, and 
killing thousands of people. About one hundred and twenty years ago, the eruption of 
Krakatoa in Indonesia killed even more people. The clouds of ash blasted out changed 
the world’s weather for the next five years.  
 
The word ‘volcano’ comes from Vulcan, the Ancient Roman god of fire. The Romans 
believed he lived underneath the volcanic island of Vulcano, which lies just off the coast 
of Italy. 

 
 

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/Poynter/10-English-Week3-Lesson1.m4a


Task 2: Answer the comprehension questions in a full sentence 
 

1. What is a volcano? 
2. What is lava? 
3. Where is Mount Vesuvius? 
4. When did Krakatoa erupt? 
5. For how long did the eruption of Krakatoa change the world’s weather? 
6. Where does the word ‘volcano’ come from? 

 
Task 3: Write TRUE or FALSE next to each of the following statements 
 

1. When a volcano erupts, nothing is thrown into the air. ________ 
2. Most volcanoes are mountains. ________ 
3. There are volcanoes under the sea. ________ 
4. Mount Vesuvius is in Spain. ________ 
5. Krakatoa is in Indonesia. ________ 
6. Vulcan was the Ancient Greek god of fire. ________ 

 
Now, re-write all the false statements so they are true.  
 
Task 4: summarising each paragraph 
 
Write one sentence to explain what we learn in each paragraph.  
 
E.G. In paragraph one we learn what volcanoes are. 
 
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work. Save work with your name, the 
subject and the date E.G. T Smith Maths 1st January 
If you are doing your work on paper, make sure you write the date at the top. 
 
Send your work (either a photo or an attached document) to hpoynter@glebe.bromley.sch.uk for it 
to be marked. 
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