
Subject: English Year 10 Miss Jacob
Time to complete: approximately 50 minutes
Have a go at all the tasks, but do the best you can.  
Even if you do not finish, send me what you have 
done. If you cannot enter your answers directly, 
please email me and I will send you the power 
point.  You can write your answers on paper and 
send me a copy too if that is easier. 
ejacob@glebe.bromley.sch.uk



Task 1 – look at the book covers and answer the questions in the colour boxes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eTy6FZmOQNc

Task 2 – listen to part of the story being read and answer the questions

• Question and tasks are in this 
colour box. 

Answers are entered in this 
colour box.

Task 3 – write a note to Billy telling him whether to stay in a pub or the guesthouse.



Look at the different book covers 
for the Landlady.

What is a Landlady?

What do you think the book will be 
about?

Answer the questions on the next 
slide.



What is a Landlady? 

What do you think the story will be 
about?

What is a common theme on most of the 
covers? Why might this be significant?

What type of story might this be? 
Suspense/adventure/romance?



The Landlady by Roald Dahl

• Billy Weaver had travelled down from London on the slow afternoon 
train, with a change at Swindon on the way, and by the time he got to 
Bath it was about nine o’clock in the evening and the moon was 
coming up out of a clear starry sky over the houses opposite the 
station entrance. But the air was deadly cold and the wind was like a 
flat blade of ice on his cheeks. “Excuse me,” he said, “but is there a 
fairly cheap hotel not too far away from here?” “Try The Bell and 
Dragon,” the porter answered, pointing down the road. “They might 
take you in. It’s about a quarter of a mile along on the other side.” 



The Landlady by Roald Dahl

Who is Billy Weaver? How might he be involved in the story? 

Why might he need a cheap hotel? 

What time of year do you think this might be? How do you know? 



The Landlady
• Click on the link and listen to the part of the story where Billy arrives 

at the Bell and Dragon.  (start at 2 minutes in and listen for just over 1 
minute until 3.05 minutes) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY_YolvG5gE

• The text is on the next slide if you need it. 

• Answer the questions on slide 9 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UY_YolvG5gE


Read the text, or carry on listening to the Youtube story.  Use the text 
to help you answer the questions on the next slide.

Suddenly, in a downstairs window that was brilliantly illuminated by a street-lamp not six yards away, Billy caught 

sight of a printed notice propped up against the glass in one of the upper panes. It said BED AND BREAKFAST. 

There was a vase of yellow chrysanthemums, tall and beautiful, standing just underneath the notice. He stopped 

walking. He moved a bit closer. Green curtains (some sort of velvety material) were hanging down on either side of 

the window. The chrysanthemums looked wonderful beside them. He went right up and peered through the glass 

into the room, and the first thing he saw was a bright fire burning in the hearth. On the carpet in front of the fire, 

a pretty little dachshund was curled up asleep with its nose tucked into its belly. The room itself, so far as he could 

see in the half-darkness, was filled with pleasant furniture. There was a baby-grand piano and a big sofa and 

several plump armchairs; and in one corner he spotted a large parrot in a cage. Animals were usually a good sign in a 

place like this, Billy told himself; and all in all, it looked to him as though it would be a pretty decent house to stay 

in. Certainly it would be more comfortable than The Bell and Dragon. 



The Landlady
• What does illuminated mean? 

• What does the word pleasant tell you about the furniture? 

• What do you think of the room? Has Roald Dahl made it 
sound nice or not?  What in the text supports your 
answer? 



The Landlady by Roald Dahl

On the other hand a pub would be more congenial than a boarding-
house. There would be beer and darts in the evenings, and lots of 
people to talk to, and it would probably be a good bit cheaper, too. He 
had stayed a couple of nights in a pub once before and he had liked it. 
He had never stayed in any boarding-houses, and, to be perfectly 
honest, he was a tiny bit frightened of them.

• Right click on the word ‘congenial’ in the first sentence.  
Then press ‘synonyms’.  It will give you other words for 
congenial.

• Write another word that 
means congenial



The Landlady
• How does Billy feel about staying in a pub? 

• Write 3 things that Billy likes about staying in a pub? 

• What worries him about a guesthouse? 



The Landlady
• Write a note Billy telling him where you think he should stay. 

Useful Language

It is my opinion

If you think about it

I know you haven’t stayed in a guesthouse before, but

Just think of sitting by the fire in peace and quiet

I am sure you will agree

What I like about the

• Use the reasons given to support your letter to Billy. 

Key Language

Billy

Bell and Dragon

Pub

Guesthouse



The Landlady
• Write a note Billy telling him where you think he should stay. 

Dear Billy

I hear you have a hard decision to make!  In my opinion you should stay


