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Welcome to your Options 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This booklet has been prepared to help parents support their children through 
choosing the Option subjects that they will study in Year 10 and Year 11.  
  
It is important to choose the subjects they enjoy and make the right choices for 
them.  This will ensure that they enjoy their time learning in school and achieve the 
best results they can.  We have tried to make our range of subjects as broad as we 
can, and where possible students will be given their first choices. In the event of 
unexpected issues arising with a subject, then those students will be given their 
reserve choice. 
 
 
 
Dear Year 9, 
 
At Glebe, we want you all to do well; like the hundreds of students who have come 
before you. The Option booklet will help you and your parents decide the subjects 
you would like to study in Year 10 & 11.  It is important to choose subjects you 
enjoy and we hope that you will leave school proud of your achievements and the 
qualifications you will have gained. The staff are all looking forward to helping you 
continue to achieve your potential. You will be supported by your subject teachers, 
Form Tutors, Head of Year and, of course, by your parents and carers.    
 
 

Mrs T Kitteridge 
Assistant Headteacher 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
*Please note that the details of the curriculum offered are correct at the time of 
printing, however they may be subject to change. 
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CORE and OPTION Choices 
 
All students are required to follow the CORE curriculum: 
English 
Maths 
Science 
Religious Education 
PE 
PSHE 
 
You must then choose 4 OPTIONS to complete your curriculum. Choose a first and a 
second Option from each block . You cannot choose the same subject twice as your 
first choice. 
*If you choose Art you cannot choose Textiles, and vice versa 

OPTION 

A 
OPTION 

B 
OPTION 

C 
OPTION 

D 

Art* 
Caring for 

Children 
Design Tech Art* 

Astronomy Food Tech History Design Tech 

Business Geography IT Drama 

Chemistry History MFL Food Tech 

Geography Music Textiles* 
Hospitality & 

Tourism 

Personal Growth 

& Wellbeing 
  PE 
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Types of Course explained 
 

GCSEs 
GCSEs are traditional academic subjects that are 
examined at the end of a two year course. In a 
few GCSE subjects (such as art) some practical 
assessment is used, alongside exams, to assess 
particular skills. GCSEs can be passed at Level 1 
with lower grades (3-1) or Level 2 if higher grades 
are achieved (9-4). 
GCSEs have undergone a period of reform. 
Reformed GCSE courses are graded 9-1 rather 
than A*-G.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

BTECs and Cambridge Nationals  
These are more practical, vocational qualifications that involve a significant amount 
of continuous assessment undertaken through project work. Students will also have 
to undertake an exam. These courses have a vocational rather than an academic 
focus and involve learning through work related contexts. BTECs and OCR Nationals 
are taken at Level 1/2 (equivalent of GCSE grades 9-1) and graded as a Pass, Merit 
or Distinction. They are a helpful stepping stone to a wide range of Post-16 
courses.  
 

Entry Levels 
Entry Level qualifications are made up of a number of separately assessed units so 
your achievements are recognised as you complete each unit. You are assessed on a 
combination of tests, assignments and tasks which can be written, oral or practical. 
Entry level qualifications can help you build skills, increase your knowledge and 
boost your confidence. They are known as 'certificates' or 'awards', and are open to 
anyone interested in gaining a recognised qualification.  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

How many subjects do I have to choose? 
You have to choose one subject from each Option block; four in total. 
 

Will I get all of my first choices? 
While most students do get their first choices, despite our best efforts, we cannot offer an 
infinite combinations of subjects. Sometimes, your option choices will clash and we will have 
to ask you to study your second choice instead.  
 

When do I find out which subjects I have been given from my choices? 
You will receive a letter in the summer term which will inform you of which subjects you have 
been given. 
 

What happens if too many students want to do a subject in one of the blocks? 
It may be possible to create a second group in that subject. If this is not possible then second 
preferences will be used.  
 

Will I still get to do PE if I don’t choose PE Theory? 
 Yes. You will have 1 hour and 40 mins of PE every week as part of the core curriculum. 
 

Why are GCSEs graded 9-1 now instead of A*-G? 
The government has reformed all GCSE qualifications over a 3-year period. Reformed 
qualifications at GCSE are now graded from 9-1 as well as being more challenging and having 
most of their assessment at the end of the 2-year course. 
 

What is a BTEC subject and what is the main difference between that and a GCSE? 
A BTEC is a subject that is partly assessed using coursework.  
 

What is a Cambridge National qualification? 
These are broad and engaging level 1 and level 2 qualifications that equip you with applied 
knowledge and associated practical skills. Similar to a BTEC qualification, they will have a 
coursework element to them. You will study either a Certificate (equivalent to a GCSE) or an 
Award, depending on your ability. 
 

Can I do a mixture of BTEC, Cambridge National and GCSE subjects? 
Yes, that is absolutely fine.  
 

Which qualification will I study in the subject? 
Subject teachers will decide the correct qualification for you to follow. 
 
We hope that these FAQs help some of you. If your question isn’t answered here, please 
contact the school, initially by email to admin@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
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Art 

You will learn by: 
 Developing a personal portfolio of work through different projects 

 Looking at a range of artists and designers from different times and cultures 

 Being experimental with different materials, media and enjoy being creative 

 Observational drawing 

 Developing ideas through mind mapping 

  Going on visits to art galleries and gathering first hand material 

 Developing, refining, recording and presenting ideas and informed responses 

 Regularly reflecting upon your work, and using comparisons with the work of others 
(pupils and artists) to identify how to improve 

You will be assessed by: 
 Coursework - personal portfolio (60% of final grade) 

 An externally set task 

 10-hour exam, the subject of which will be chosen by the exam board 

 The external task and exam total 40% of your final grade 

You will learn about: 
 Being able to research and analyse the work of artists 

 Colour theory and mark making 

  Developing drawing and painting skills 

 Printmaking and working with 3D materials such as 
clay and mod roc 

 Experimenting with different media and equipment 

 Using photography as part of preparation 

 Developing an exciting portfolio 

Course Title: GCSE Art and Design, specialising in Fine Art 

Exam Board: OCR 
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Astronomy 

You will learn by: 
 Using the ‘GCSE Astronomy’ textbook to research answers to questions on each topic 

 Planning and developing observational skills and strategies 

 Using star maps and apps to locate objects in the night sky 

 Using the ‘National Schools Observatory’ website for programming observations and 
learning activities 

 Independent research of topics 

 Discussion and debate 

 Developing practical aspects of astronomy and include making different types of 
astronomical devices from sundials to clinometers 

 Researching the history of astronomy from ancient civilisations to the present 

You will be assessed by: 
 2 x 1 hour 45 minutes GCSE written exams 

You will learn about: 
 You will learn about the major components 

of our galaxy, from the Earth, moon, and sun, 
to the surrounding planets, comets and stars 

 You will explore the forces which have 
shaped our planetary systems, causing day, 
night, and seasonal cycles 

 You will travel in time to understand 
how stargazers through the centuries have 
used astrological observations to make sense 
of our place in the world, before uncovering 
how current theories for the evolution of our 
universe may shape humanity’s future 

 You will learn about how humans have managed to explore the solar system 

 You will learn how to programme observations to the ‘National Schools Observatory’ 
telescope in Las Palmas and then edit your own images of the Moon, planets, Nebulae 
and galaxies 

Course Title: Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9 - 1) in Astronomy (1AS0)  

Exam Board: Pearson 
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Business 

You will learn by: 
 Exploring an Enterprise Activity (business) 

 Taking Part in a Creative Activity 

 Developing personal and social transferable skills 

You will be assessed by: 
 Internally assessed tasks with written and observed evidence 

You will learn about: 
 Producing a Product 

 Contributing to a Customer Service 

 Communicating with others for a purpose 

 Developing digital communication skills 

Course Title: BTEC Level 1 Introductory in Business  

Exam Board: Pearson 
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Caring for Children 

You will learn by: 
 Developing a Personal Progression Plan 

 Providing  a safe environment 

 Providing an activity to encourage children to eat healthily 

 Providing a creative or physical activity 

 Providing a pre-school reading/numeracy activity 

You will be assessed by: 
 All units will be internally assessed by coursework assignments 

 Coursework assignments can be practical and written 

You will learn about: 
 Identifying and reducing risks and hazards 

 Why a healthy diet is so important 

 How to plan an activity to encourage 
healthy  eating 

 How to reading a story in a suitable manner 
for young children 

 Skills children can develop through creative 
and physical activities 

Course Title: BTEC Caring for Children (L1 Introductory) Entry Level/Level 1  

Exam Board: Pearson 
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Chemistry (Trilogy GCSE) 

You will learn by: 
 Performing experiments and practical assignments that form the basis for work that is 

now integrated into the main exams (formal controlled assessment is no longer part of 
the syllabus) 

 Encouragement to develop practical skills with hands-on work in the lab and support in 
double science GCSE 

 Developing practical skills, safety awareness and analytical thinking 

You will be assessed by: 
 2 x 1 hour 15 minutes written exams as a part of the GCSE Double Award 

You will learn about: 
 The nature of substances and how 

they react together 

 How chemistry is used in industry 

 How our use of raw materials in 
fuels can affect the environment 

 Atomic structure 

 Ionic and Covalent bonding 

 State of matter: elements, 
compounds and mixtures 

 Rates of reaction 

 Electrolysis 

 Alkanes, Alkenes and Polymers 

 Gases in the atmosphere 

Course Title: Chemistry Trilogy GCSE 

Exam Board: AQA 
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Design Technology 

You will learn by: 
 Using Primary and Secondary sources to research existing products 

 Learning how to use computer aided design packages to best create your ideas 

 Creating/sketching ideas based on a given design brief 

 Manufacturing these designs using the DT workshop and CAD/CAM 

 Evaluating your designs and thinking about how to improve them 

 Going on exciting school trips to places like the Mini factory  

You will be assessed by: 
 1 Written Exam  

 Product analysis and disassembly project 

 Designing and making units of work 

You will learn about: 
 How products are made and their life cycle 

 How to disassemble products and understand how 
they work and how they are made 

 How to design your own products and take your 
ideas through the whole design process 

 How to  use state of the art technology such as the 
Laser Cutter and the 3D Printer 

Course Title: Engineering Design Level1/Level2 (Full GCSE equivalent) 

Exam Board: OCR Cambridge National 
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Drama (Performing Arts) 

You will learn by: 
 Practical workshops and lessons exploring different styles of theatre 

 Researching and investigating how plays are created and where the ideas come from 

 Identifying all of the different roles that go into creating a West Wend production 

 How to apply your knowledge of these roles to a performance 

 Developing and creating ideas from a given stimulus 

 Reviewing and reflecting on your process and performance in a written report 

You will be assessed by: 
 One written assignment based on the exploration of professional productions. You will 

complete two written booklets about one productions studied. (30% of total course) 

 Two practical performances: 

 One scripted performance where you will stage and perform one extract in class. You 
will then write an evaluation of how you created your scene. (30% of total course) 

 One devised performance based on a stimulus. You will work within a group to devise 
a piece of theatre that will be marked by a visiting examiner. (40% of total course) 

You will learn about: 
 Different styles and genres of theatre 

 Professional West End productions including Hamilton 
and Wicked 

 How to create a production from initial ideas to 
opening night 

 How sound, lighting, costume and sound are used in a 
professional production 

 How to perform from a script 

 How to work with a group to create a devised 
performance 

 How to evaluate your own work 

Course Title: BTEC Level 1/ Level 2 Tech Award in Performing Arts  

Exam Board: Pearson 
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Food Technology 

You will learn by: 
 Developing practical skills by cooking a range of dishes 

 Building independence when cooking 

 Planning menus to a brief 

 Recording recipe information, equipment needs and timing requirements 

 Evaluating success of recipes and ways to improve 

You will be assessed by: 
 3 internal assignments involving planning dishes to suit a brief, cooking the 

dishes and evaluating 

 1 Iiternal assignment on benefits of the course, ways to pass on information 
about the course and for Level 2 economical cooking. 

You will learn about: 
 Hygiene and Safety in the 

kitchen 

 Food preparation skills and 
cooking methods 

 Preparation of dishes for the 3 
main meals of the day 

 A variety of ingredients, their 
uses & economical cooking 

 Presentation of food 

 Nutrition and healthy eating 

 Balanced diets and menu 

Course Title: BTEC  

Exam Board: Pearson 
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Geography (GCSE, Entry Level or AQA) 

You will learn by: 
 Asking questions and about places you study outside of the classroom - anything from 

gardening to climbing Mount Snowdon! 

 Using a range of information such as maps, photos, satellite images and sketch maps to 
study places 

 Linking with people in other places such as in Snowdonia, Spain or Peru 

 Taking part in fieldwork activities which include a day at the beach, a river study, a trip to 
London and a 3-night camping trip to Snowdonia 

 Talking about issues that matter to us; teamwork; role play; presentations and research 

You will also have the opportunity to achieve the Duke of Edinburgh Award alongside your main 
qualification. The DoE Award is a great way to develop your role in the world by developing a skill and a 
sport, doing some volunteering and taking part in an expedition.  

You will learn about: 
 Our outdoor spaces - the school grounds, local area 

and further afield 

 The geography of people, places and nature in places 
that we can’t visit, such as Peru, Spain or Scotland 

 The ideas of sustainability and understanding your role 
in caring for people and nature 

 Different people’s opinions about the future of our 
world today, so that you understand issues that affect 
our planet currently 

 The local area (West Wickham); cities such as London, 
Madrid and Lima; UK landscapes including Snowdonia 
and coastal beaches; the tropical rainforests of Peru 
and Caribbean coral reefs 

 How to use a range of skills that many employers are 
looking for today, such as: teamwork, problem solving, green-skills such as horticulture 
and waste management, independence, navigation, life skills and so on 

You will be assessed by: 

 GCSE  Entry Level  Horticulture  

3 written exam papers one exam and one project Coursework in school 

Course Title: 
GCSE Geography A  

Course Title: 
Entry Level Geography 

Course Title: 
Horticulture Unit Awards 

Exam Board: OCR Exam Board: OCR Exam Board: AQA 
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History (IGCSE or Entry Level) 

You will learn by: 
 Enquiries and investigations into the big questions which surround each topic 

 Examining cause and effect, motivations, bias, change and continuity 

 Stimulating discussion and debate 

 Analysis of a variety of source based material 

 Independent research of topics 

You will learn about: 
(IGCSE) 

 Revolutions of 1840’s 

 German Unification  

 Italian unification 

 European imperialism 

 Civil War USA  

 World War I causes. 

 Germany 1918-1945 
 

OR  
 

(Entry Level) 

 Crime and punishment in the UK  

 Germany from 1925 to 1955 

 Florence Nightingale and her role in changes 
made to healthcare 

You will be assessed by: 

 IGCSE  Entry Level:  

3 externally assessed written exams. These 
include structured questions and source based 
analysis. 

3 internally assessed tasks in school on: 
- Crime and Punishment  (40%) 
- Germany 1925-1955 (30%) 
- Florence Nightingale  (30%) 

 

Course Title: IGCSE History 0470    

Exam Board: Cambridge 

 

Course Title: Entry Level History R435 

Exam Board: OCR 
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Hospitality & Tourism* 

You will learn by: 
 Developing a Personal Progression Plan 

 Being organised 

 Researching tourist attractions 

 Planning a holiday 

 Running tourism events 

 Delivering customer service 

 Promoting tourism events 

*Please note that this course will focus on Tourism 

You will learn about: 
 Producing a progression plan 

 Travel and Tourism in the UK 

 How to plan a small tourism event 

 Working with others to run an event 

 Different customers’ needs and 
expectations 

 Problem-solving and communication skills 

 Planning and creating promotional events 

Course Title: BTEC Level 1 Hospitality & Tourism  

Exam Board: Pearson 

You will be assessed by: 
 All units will be internally assessed by coursework assignments 

 Coursework assignments can be practical and written 
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IT - Functional Skills 

You will learn by: 
 Completing projects  

 Researching topics online 

 Developing problem-solving skills and knowing how to use them in real situations 

You will be assessed by: 
 One externally assessed task 

You will learn about: 
 The basic skills needed to be confident and use 

computers effectively and independently  

 How having digital literacy skills can improve 
your chances of being employed  

 Communicating via messaging 

 Recognising user interface features 

 Keeping information secure 

 Using the correct software applications for a task 

Course Title: Functional Skills in ICT 

Exam Board: Edexcel 
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MFL (Spanish) 

You will learn by: 
 using a wide range of interactive Speaking and Listening activities 

 taking part in class quizzes and games 

 looking at audio-visual material in class 

 using bilingual dictionaries for translations 

 taking part in role-plays and group discussions 

 exploring the target language grammar and comparing it to English grammar structures 

 interacting in the target language with a native speaker teacher 

You will be assessed by: 
 3 written tests and 3 reading tests 

You will learn about: 
 three different themes: My world, 

Holidays & Leisure and Lifestyle 

 three subtopics that you choose yourself 
from each theme 

 the basics of communication in the second 
most largely spoken language in the world 

 culture and heritage of Spanish speaking 
countries 

 the different ways in which people 
communicate in the Hispanic world 

 why learning to speak an additional 
language can boost your opportunities in 
life and improve your self-esteem. 

 

Course Title: FCSE Spanish 

Exam Board: AQA 
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Music 

You will learn by: 
 Listening to and appraising music  

 Experiencing music of other cultures  

 Trips to take part in music work-shops 

 Watching and listening to recorded and live performances 

 Developing your vocal and instrumental skill; instrumental tuition from Bromley Music Hub 
staff is available 

 Performing regularly to small peer groups, family members and Glebe staff 

 Writing melodies  

 Reading musical scores  

 Learning how to use compositional devices 

You will be assessed by: 
 Listening 

 Performance 

 Composition 

You will learn about: 
 All the elements that create a piece of music; 

tempo, rhythm, dynamics, melody, pitch, 
harmony, structure and texture 

 How to read and write staff notation 

 Understanding a range of musical styles and 
instruments 

 Performance skills. You will develop your 
confidence to enable you to perform both as 
an individual and as part of an ensemble.  

 Compositional devices - repetition, imitation, 
sequence, ostinato and drone 

Course Title: Music  

Exam Board: AQA 
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Personal Growth & Wellbeing  

You will learn by: 
 Working within a group to achieve objectives 

 Developing a personal portfolio through different projects 

 Regularly reflecting upon your work, to identify how to improve your skills 

 Producing mind maps 

 Developing and presenting ideas 

You will be assessed by: 
 Completing units of work  

 Personal Portfolio 

 Individual and group work 

You will learn about: 
 The practical skills needed to manage personal, 

social and work situations 

 Being a confident individual who is physically, 
emotionally and socially healthy 

 Social skills, managing relationships and 
working with others 

 Life skills such as Healthy Living 

 Managing your own money 

 Knowledge for living in the wider community 

 Personal rights and responsibilities 

Course Title: Entry Level 3 Award/ Certificate in Personal Growth and Wellbeing 

Exam Board: Edexcel  
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PE Theory 

You will learn by: 
 Completing coursework assignments 

 Running and taking part in fitness tests and training sessions 

 Observing other students’ performances and providing analysis 

 Using different technology to assess performance 

 Taking part in sports training sessions 

 Preparing for a role at a sporting event  

 Assisting in running a sporting event 

Please note: This is a theory based course, mainly classroom 
based. All students will still have 2 lessons of core PE every week. 
 

You will learn about: 
 Personal organisation and planning skills 

 The effects of exercise on the body 

 How to test different areas of fitness 

 How to train for specific areas of fitness 

 Different types of training 

 How to identify skills needed for different sports 

 How to analyse your performance 

 Giving feedback to an athlete 

 How to assist at a sporting event  

 The different roles required to run a sporting event 

Course Title: BTEC Level 1 Introductory in Sport  
Exam Board: Pearson 

You will be assessed by: 
 Completed assignments 

 Video evidence of sporting performance 

 Witness statements of assisting sporting events 
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Textiles 

You will learn by: 
 Developing a personal portfolio through different projects and design briefs 

 Looking at the work of textile artists from a range of cultures 

 Regularly reflecting upon your work, and using comparisons with the work of 
others (pupils and artists) to identify how to improve 

 Being experimental with materials and enjoying being creative 

 Producing mind maps and observational drawings 

 Developing, refining, recording and presenting ideas and informed responses 

You will be assessed by: 
 Finished course work – personal portfolio 60% of final grade. 

 An externally set task and a 10-hour timed test at the end of the course chosen by the 
exam board.  

 Externally set task and timed test is worth 40% of final grade.  

You will learn about: 
 Techniques for transferring image to fabric, such as 

block and screen printing 

 Processes such as batik, silk painting and ‘tie and dye’ 

 Natural or synthetic yarns, and how they can be 
employed through stitching, knotting and looping 

 Experimenting with alternative media including 
plastic, paper and wire mesh and investigate the 
properties of these by techniques such as folding, 
slashing and fusing 

 Constructed techniques such as weaving, felt 
embroidery and appliqué 

 Designing and creating installed textiles for use in commercial or domestic settings.  

 Surface decoration and deal with personal issues and context for instance, representation, 
the body or gender 

 How fabric and fibres are used in a fashion context including fabric construction, body 
adornment and fashion accessories 

Course Title: GCSE Art and Design, specialising in Textiles 

Exam Board: OCR 
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Tel: 0208 777 4540 


