Dear Parents and Carers,
We have arrived at the end of an extraordinary,
disappointing and very sad year. Covid-19 has
impacted all of our lives in some way or another,
and as we approach the festive season I do hope
you have the opportunity to see loved ones whilst
keeping healthy and safe.
The pandemic is testing Glebe’s resolve unlike
anything we have faced before, but it is the
strength of our community that continues to see us
through. The staff have worked tirelessly as always,
and your words of support during the school
closures have meant so much to me and my
colleagues, further demonstrating that there is
strength in solidarity.
Despite the pandemic, we still have lots to celebrate in 2020, with record exam results. 98% of pupils left
with at least one GCSE, with many achieving 5 or more. Over 80% achieved other qualifications as well,
and we have made it our priority to ensure that there has been a full curriculum on offer since returning
in September, despite the circumstances. Although regular events and trips have had to be put on hold,
staff have adapted and come up with innovative ways to allow pupils to experience things differently,
from virtual field trips in the Den to bringing words alive by making magical concoctions from the books
they are studying in English.
We are sadly saying goodbye to Mr Best after 7 years of service, as he wants to explore pastures new
(though not before a well earned sabbatical travelling). I know staff, parents and pupils will miss him
dearly, and remember him as a committed and passionate teacher who directed the incredible
performance of The Lion King a few years back. Coming from an arts background myself, I can attest to
how much time and energy goes into putting on a school production, and Mr Best did this with over 90
pupils performing! It was an incredible achievement that gave many pupils an invaluable experience that
will remain with them for life. Thank you for your service to the school and the best of luck in whatever
you do and wherever you settle.
Finally, I am delighted to welcome two new teachers starting with us next term. Mrs Wright joins us as
the new Head of Music and Mrs Brash will be joining the PE department. Both colleagues bring a wealth
of experience and expertise and I know the pupils are already very excited by both of the appointments.

Wishing you a safe and restful festive season,

Ian Travis
Headteacher

The impact of lockdown on the mental health of young people …
The lockdown, which saw people confined to their homes, has for many impacted their mental health and
emotional well-being, with young people being worst affected by the crisis.
Young people have struggled to cope with the changes due to social isolation, a loss of structure, not
going to school, not being able to complete school work at home, not taking part in routine activities and
having fears about the future. Young people have spent increased amounts of time on social media which
for some has resulted in negative experiences and a disruption to their support both in and out of school.
Overall, this has lead to young people having feelings of stress, anxiety and depression.
Since September, our pupils have returned to a very different school day, adapting as best they can to
new expectations, in order to keep all as safe as possible. If you are worried about your child’s wellbeing
and you have seen a change in their behaviour, try these lifestyle tips, to support your child in having a
positive mental health, to support them in managing their emotions:

A healthy/balanced diet and plenty of water or healthy drinks (non-fizzy)

Plenty of sleep, not going to bed too late

Limiting screen time and time spent on social media

Remove mobile phone an hour before bedtime and during the night

Regular fresh air and exercise

A new hobby or make sure that they are spending time on an existing hobby

Quality time with you, the family and friends as much as is currently possible

Support a good attitude to school work and future goals
There are some useful websites and apps that offer support and ideas:
The Barnardos See, Hear, Respond Hub supports young people and families who are struggling to cope
with the impact of Coronavirus on mental health. On their website, www.barnardos.org.uk/see-hearrespond-support-hub you can find information, resources and tools - from practical advice on how to talk
to your child about the pandemic, emotional well-being, being online and being at school.
Other useful tools also include:
hubofhope.co.uk - put your post code in and it will list local mental health services
www.wearewithyou.org.uk/help-and-advice/find-service/how-we-help-mental-health/
Please also refer to our website for more ideas and support
We are very proud of all of our pupils for adjusting so well since they returned to school and we always
want to support them and our school community. If you are worried about your child, please do contact
our welfare team in the New Year by emailing:
pastoral2@glebe.bromley.sch.uk or awoolsey@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Wishing all pupils and families the very best for 2021.
Mrs. Marianne Rodger-Weetman
Senior Deputy Headteacher
Designated Safeguard Lead

END OF AUTUMN TERM:

Wednesday 16th at 3.15pm

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS:

Mon 21st Dec—Fri 1st Jan
Please note that 17/18th Dec are
Staff Training Days

START OF SPRING TERM:

Tuesday 5th January 2021
Please note that 4th Jan is a
Staff Training Day

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS:

11th—22nd January

HALF TERM:

Monday 15th Feb - Friday 19th Feb

END OF SPRING TERM:

Wednesday 31st March

All Parents’ Evenings are to be held via telephone calls until further notice due to
Social Distancing measures. Thank you for your understanding.

Families eligible to receive support under the Government's Covid Winter Grant Scheme
will receive supermarket vouchers for the Christmas break and Spring half term in the
next few days. In addition, families of Year 7 pupils eligible for free school meals who
have had to isolate over the last week should have received a digital voucher on Tues 15th
Dec to cover this period - please check your emails.
If you have a concern about your child’s emotional wellbeing during
the Christmas holiday, Bromley Y are available to help.
Please contact Sarah Disalvo

s.disalvo@bromley.org
Alternatively you may contact the school

pastoral2@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
awoolsey@glebe.bromley.sch.uk

Every year, Glebe participates in the local Harvest
Festival, collecting food donations for those who need
them. However, due to the ongoing situation, this
year's Harvest Festival had to be very different.
As we could not collect food at school, we asked you
to donate in a different way. The Bromley Borough
Foodbank set up a Just Giving page called Hike for
Harvest, to help raise funds for the charity whilst
following social distancing rules.
The Just Giving page is still active, and if you would
like to donate again, please go to
Bromley Borough Foodbank HIKE FOR HARVEST

Students in the Den read Charlotte's Web with
Mrs Cropp during the first half of term and they
loved it! They decided to host a full deep
learning day of the story. They took quizzes to
embed their knowledge, created their own
Charlottes (to showcase their strengths and
attributes) and even created their own virtual
funfair in the classrooms! The day culminated
with them watching the film and eating the
treats that the characters in the book ate. A
fantastic day of extended literacy.

Miss Boulton's Year 8 class have been studying George's Marvellous Medicine this term.
When George is left alone with his horrible old grandma for the day, he decides to get his
own back when it's time for her medicine. He concocts a mad potion full of all sorts of
things, with incredible consequences!
Year 8 made their own medicines (all ingredients were non-toxic and definitely not what the
label says!), making sure they wrote down their recipes for future reference and using a
range of adjectives to describe their creations. Then they took part in a Potion Bake Off
technical, where they all had to follow the same recipe. An unusual day in English, but with
some absolutely brilliant results!

Friday 11th December was Christmas Jumper Day. For a £1 donation, students could wear
their best festive clothes! We raised an amazing £117 for Save The Children. Well done
everyone!

This term, despite all the disruptions and changes, the students have risen to the
challenges we have set, proved to have an excellent attitude to learning and above all are
making progress. The students are striving to achieve their targets and better their learning
within lessons with a range of reading, writing and speaking/listening activities. This year,
the reading culture within the school has really supported the students and we are already
seeing great progress.
During the recent school closure, we were very impressed with the standard of learning
that was produced at home. We enjoyed receiving the students’ learning and appreciate all
the hard work that was put into each and every piece, especially in these challenging
times.
We would like to give a particular mention to the year 11 students, who are working
tremendously hard. This term, we have seen diligence and determination to ensure their
coursework is completed within lessons and revision sessions. Alongside this, the students
have developed outstanding discussions and role plays for their recent Entry Level
Speaking and Listening exams.
Keep up the fantastic learning everyone, and we wish you all a wonderful Christmas!

This term the Maths Department have brought in some exciting
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) games for the
students to enjoy and challenge themselves with during lessons.
Each year group will have the opportunity to try out our new
games and pitch their skills either against each other, or against
themselves. The students have enjoyed playing these games and
as a Maths Department we will continue to develop our bank of
resources which promote problem solving and critical thinking
skills .

Year 7s have enjoyed their first experiences in a secondary school
Laboratory and passed the safety module with flying colours showing themselves to be excellent scientists in the making!
They embarked on their first chemistry module marveling at a
range of spectacular chemical reactions. Some of our year 8
students have made a real racket in the sound topic and
discovered how to split light into the visible spectrum. Year 9
have now started KS4 science and became super sleuths learning
about forensic science in the ‘crime scene investigates’ topic.
Year 10 and 11 have returned to school with admirable maturity
and have been working so hard to make up for lost time. They
have been buckling down and working hard in class and revision
sessions to help them make the most progress towards their
GCSEs and Entry Level Certificate qualifications. We are very
proud of them all!

Sixth Form have shown incredible positivity over the last few months, adapting to changes
and routines without a murmur of disgruntlement and maintaining their role model
attitudes towards the lower school. I have been so impressed with students' efforts
towards independence in terms of both their learning and their behaviour - some students
have applied for and successfully taken on Sixth Form Jobs, taking on responsibilities to
help with the running of the provision, and others have shown real dedication to the
Home Learning Zone! The excitement is building now for our Enterprise projects which you
will hear more about in the new year...

Year 7 had a great start to ICT at Glebe. They became familiar with MS Office suite, creating
great PowerPoints and developing their understanding of Spreadsheets in MS Excel. They
really challenged themselves - well done!
Year 8 and 9 started off with the realities of E-Safety and connected it to anti-bullying week.
They've really looked at the issues and increased their awareness. Some Year 8s worked
together and created a 'Who wants to be a Safe Communicator Quiz' and really impressed
with their knowledge. Towards the end of term the Year 8s and 9s got to grips with
'Understanding Computers' Hardware and Software, and are becoming experts at identifying
input and output devices and their properties.
Year 10s and 11s are making good progress in the iCreative Media course and the 'Creating
Digital Graphics' unit, with Year 11s currently preparing for their Mock Exam in January.
We are looking forward to the new term and more adventures in ICT!

Sixth form BTEC students have been working hard on their Explore Drawing project and
have been drawing from observation using different drawing styles including; line drawing,
drawing negative space, and drawing with oil pastels on black paper. Year 11 have been
working hard on their personal portfolio and many have completed self-portraits or
portraits of a person they identify with on canvas.
Year 10 have been working on a theme called 'Close-Up'. They have drawn from
observation and explored a range of different media, including mono printing in response
to artists' work. Year 9 are currently working on a theme called 'Confectionery' and are
making mod roc sculptures of confectionery objects. They did a series of observational
drawings before they started to work in 3D. Year 8 have completed a project on Dada art
and Surrealism, including drawing using a technique called Exquisite Corpses, creating
collages inspired by the artist Hannah Hoch and then developing these into styrofoam
prints. They have also completed still life drawings inspired by Rene Magritte.
Year 7 have completed work based on colour theory and mark making as well as learning
about how the Fauves artists used colour in their paintings.
All KS3 students created fantastic artwork for Black History month including making paper
weaves inspired by Gees bend quilters in Alabama and creating mixed media Mono prints
of head wraps inspired by Kente fabric and Adinkra symbols from Ghana.

This term in The Den we had a virtual day trip to
some of London's best museums: The National
Portrait Gallery, The Science Museum and The
Natural History Museum. The students were able to
have a fun day 'out' whilst in the safety of the school.
The students were able to use their imaginations to
help create a very memorable experience. Good fun
was had by all!
The last few weeks we have been celebrating Winter
Around the World. We have been exploring different
ways other cultures have a wonderful time over this
upcoming holiday. During our last week we made
'real' snow, built igloos and took a virtual train
journey to our own Winter Wonderland!
Our brilliant students have adapted to this ‘new
normal’ way of learning amazingly well and we hope
you all have a fantastic break with your families.

Students have coped remarkably well with the adaptations of DT at Glebe given the new
Covid restrictions. Practical equipment is wiped down between lessons with antibacterial
wipes and all students have observed these rules with care and diligence. Covid has not
stopped students making excellent progress in the subject with the year 7 students making
some wonderful Maze Games. It was also great to see all the wonderful examples of
'Slime' which students made following instructions on the Home Learning Zone. The year
11s have been working really hard on their coursework units and will soon be embarking
on their practicals. This will be an exciting time for them, seeing all their wonderful ideas
come to life. Well done to all!

I would like to thank all of the History students who have been working very hard over the
past few months, making sure that they catch up as much as possible on important work
that we have missed out on. A special thanks to all the Year 11 students who have made a
huge effort to ensure that they complete any work in order to prepare themselves for
exams. It has been especially interesting to link topics from the past to the experiences
they have been undergoing over the past year. This has included examining the
importance of Edward Jenner and the concept of vaccines, the Separate prison system of
the 1800's and the idea of isolation and how it can affect people. They have done a great
job empathising with those who lived in the past and the challenges they might
share. Have a lovely Christmas and take care - see you all in the New Year.

Our students have shown amazing resilience in PE this term, working hard despite
contending with terrible weather and limited space. All year groups attempted the mini
London Marathon out on the field, with some students running amazing distances in the
time. Students have tried out new activities that they haven't previously, such as
volleyball, archery and table tennis, as we have to get more creative with our curriculum
offerings. Fitness was the main focus of the first half term and I was very pleased to see
students using their knowledge at home recently, making up their own fitness circuits.
Finally I would like to say a big thank you for all staff and students in PE for making this
term as successful as it has been despite the challenges we have faced. I can't wait to get
back in January and carry on the good work!

In Drama this term we have been exploring
different Drama skills through both Recorded
Theatre and Text. Every student has tried their
best and worked so hard to create amazing
pieces of theatre. I am so proud of all of them.
They have also created some wonderful pieces
of Home Learning, showing that Drama can be
fun at home too. Here is an amazing picture of
Little Red Riding Hood in the Forest created by
one of our year 8 students.

In Music this term year 7 have been studying rhythm and pulse by using mixed percussion
and djembe, as well as learning Let it Be on the keyboards. Year 8 have been studying
Reggae by learning No Woman No Cry on keyboards, and have also been learning chord
shapes on the guitars. Year 9 have been studying different film music, ranging from Titanic
and James Bond to Indiana Jones, ET and Star Wars.
Year 10 Performing Arts have been creating Adverts for special products. Year 11
Performing Arts students have been writing, creating, rehearsing and filming their own
version of a popular TV Show. Sixth Form Performing Arts students have been expressing
their emotions by combining acting, freeze frame, photography, singing and keyboards
from a special project which will result in a music video for Bridge Over Troubled Water.
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the staff, pupils and parents at Glebe School
who have made my 7 and a half years so enjoyable. Thank you all.

Since our return in September, in PSHE we
have covered a variety of topics across the
years. We are particularly proud of the work
carried out during Anti-Bullying week as this
year more than ever, we've witnessed the
power we can have when we come together to
tackle a challenge positively. We are all a piece
to this puzzle and each student created a
jigsaw section detailing how they are
committed to creating change and uniting
against bulling.
Our Year 9s also created our Unlocking
Lockdown display, sharing their experiences
from lockdown and finding that even in
challenging times there have been silver
linings and positives to share.
We have also once again promoted and joined
in with Christmas Jumper Day - thank you to
everyone who donated to Save the Children.

Our small team from Geography, MFL and RE continue
to work with a charity called Project Peru. This term we
ran two new projects.

An Otoño Photography Competition where
students have submitted photos inspired by
Autumn. All photos will be used to make a giant
collage in school. The top 3 photos will be
published on the school website and the winning
photo will be selected by our friends in Peru.

We launched a sustainable food project between
Year 7 students at Glebe School and the young
people in a refuge on the outskirts of Lima, Peru.
The project began with an audio-story called The
Magical Orange Doorway. It was created for
London Climate Action Week and was inspired by
zoom meetings and by the belief that despite
everything there is much hope and magic around!
See http://www.magicalorangedoorway.co.uk/

Congratulations to our Jack Petchey Winners this last term. These students have been awarded this
prestigious achievement award in recognition of their hard work, motivation and going above and
beyond. Each student receives £250 from the Jack Petchey foundation, to be spent in any area of the
curriculum that they want to support.

SEPTEMBER 2020

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Andy, Year 10

Josh, Year 11

Stefon, Year 10

For giving up his lunch
time to help support and
mentor the young
people in the Den.

For showing perseverance
and sheer determination
over the last two years,
meaning he is well on the
way to succeeding on his
sports course at LSEC
Bromley.

For showing a huge
amount of resilience
and hard work,
exceeding all
expectations in and out
of the classroom.

Year 11 have had a fantastic start to their college placements.
A special mention to Mason Lawrence who has won Learner of
the Week on the Multi-skills course. Keep up the excellent work!

Please remember that devices are not allowed to be used in school as this detracts from students’
learning and results in behaviour and safeguarding incidences.
We appreciate that pupils should be allowed to carry phones to and from school for their safety, however
when they return for the new academic year, pupils should ensure that their phones are kept turned off
within their bags for the duration of the school day or are handed into the school office. As has previously
been communicated, students who do bring in mobile phones, do so at their own risk.

Any phones which are seen will be confiscated and taken to the school office, for collection at the end
of the school day. Should this be repeated, phones/electronic devices must be handed in upon arrival to
school and remain in the office until 3.15 pm.
Should you need to contact your child during the school day, please contact the main office and a message
will be passed on to your child.

Messages should be given through the school office.





Any type of fizzy or energy drinks
Chewing gum
Aerosol sprays (perfume, spray deodorants etc. Roll-on/sticks are allowed. This is because the
fumes can adversely affect some students with medical issues)

If your child is absent from school for any reason, please remember that you must call the school office
before 9am to report it. This must be done every day that they are absent. If you call outside school
hours, please leave a message on the answering machine.

We can only dispense medication that is sent to the school in its original package and with a
permission slip completed by parents/carers. This is on the website under the ‘resources’ tab. Your
help in these areas is appreciated.
If your child suffers vomiting or diahorrea then they must not return to school for 48 hours after the last
bout.

Can I please remind parents/carers that the cost of school meals is £2.30 per day; £11.50 per week. This
should be paid at the beginning of each week, in an envelope with your child’s name and tutor group.
If you would like to pay for the next half-term (January - February) the cost will be £64.40 (28 days).
The cost for the following half-term (February - March) will be £64.40 (28 days).
The menu can also be found on our website: https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/parent-information/lunches/
On our return in January, please note that we will be starting on WEEK 4

Please be mindful of social media over the holiday period. Always make sure you are aware of who your
child is talking to online and we would advise all students not to be a part of any group chats on apps such
as WhatsApp, Instagram, Facebook, TikTok or Twitter. For more information on keeping safe online, visit

thinkyouknow.com
Parental Controls

Limit Screen Time

Sleep Comes First

Consider setting up parental
controls on your Wi-Fi. You
can block access to
inappropriate content and set
time limits.

Agree a time limit or number of
games beforehand, to avoid
repeated disagreements around
how long they can spend online.

We advise that phones or tablets
stay out of the bedroom overnight
to charge. This avoids night time
distractions.

Have A Conversation
Speak with your child about
the types of things they are
doing online, and create a
family agreement to set out
expected behaviour.

Ask For Access
If you’re concerned about
something happening or
want to take a look at the
games and apps they are
on, ask them to allow you
access to the phone.

TEAM

Talk about staying safe online
Explore the online world together
Agree rules about what is ok and what is not
Manage your family's settings and controls

Can I please remind parents/carers of the need for school uniform. It is a requirement for all students up
to and including Y11 and our simple requirements are set out below. We can avoid a negative start to the
day for students if parents/carers ensure that students leave for school appropriately dressed. Your
co-operation with this is appreciated.


Plain navy blue cardigan, jumper or sweatshirt (without logos)



Plain white or pale blue shirt/blouse (without logos)



Grey/black trousers or skirt



Black shoes (not trainers)
Can I urge that all items of clothing are marked or labelled with your child’s name. We amass a huge
amount of items by the end of term that we are unable to return to their rightful owner. After two terms,
unclaimed items are given to charity.
We are always grateful to receive uniform that your child may have outgrown to pass on to other families.
If you have anything that is no longer of use to your child then we would be happy to receive it.

