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G lebe is a large foundation secondary, special school for students aged 11-19.  We 
are part of the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust, specialising in Cognition 

and Learning. Originally, the school catered for students with moderate learning 
difficulties but we now meet the needs of a more complex, educationally diverse 
student group.
 We cater for up to 24 students in any one year group, apart from our post-16 
provision which has 8 students per year.  We are housed in 30’s built accommodation in 
West Wickham, Kent. We are fortunate in having grounds and playing fields to support 
our students’ education.

 Students at Glebe follow a main-
stream timetable; six periods between 9am 
and 3:10pm, with morning and lunch break.  
Students spend the first Literacy period 
with their tutor, in form groups of 12  pupils.  
Some subjects are taught in streamed or 
smaller groups, and all lessons are taught in 
specialist subject areas.  We have two fully-
equipped science laboratories, and areas 
outfitted for Art and Design Technology.  The 
PE department has use of a gym, and we are 
lucky to have retained a large playing field, 
which we share with the junior and infant schools on our site.

 ICT is taught in two suites of PCs, and fully integrated into all subjects, with an   
extensive computer network giving students access in all teaching areas.  Our Geogra-
phy department makes widespread use of the school grounds, where students have the 
opportunity to become involved with cultivating the plants that are grown in the gar-
den within the Quadrangle.
 The school buildings were recently refur-
bished in a major building programme, which has 
improved all areas of the school, and we remain 
committed to finding new ways to develop and use 
our grounds and buildings.

At Glebe we aim to enable each student to be safe, 
healthy and happy. We support them to achieve 
their potential, to make a positive contribution and 
to be economically aware. Our approach to the 

 
 The school puts great emphasis on its full programme of Outdoor Education activities.  
Students are regularly offered trips and visits relating to PE and 

many other subject areas.  A se-
ries of major activities throughout 
Years 7-11 include a number of 
residential and camping activities.  
Students also have the chance to 
become involved in the Duke of 
Edinburgh award scheme.  Glebe 
students also benefit from a range of after school clubs and 
activities.

 The 6th Form at Glebe was opened in 2007, expanding the school to cater for 24 stu-
dents in the 16-19 year old age group.  It is based in 2 rooms  furbished to provide teaching, 
kitchen and common room areas.  The students also continue to use the teaching facilities in 
the rest of the school.
 The 6th Form was established to offer continued education to those students for 
whom existing post-16 provision was felt to be unsuit-
able, due to their educational, social or other needs.  Al-
though a majority of Glebe leavers continue onto local 
colleges or employment, some students benefit from re-
maining for a longer period in the more structured school 
environment.  There is a strong focus on the development 
of life skills and dealing with real-world challenges, as well 
as support for the 6th Form members’ continued academ-
ic and vocational progress.
Students in Year 11 are eligible to apply for a place in the Sixth Form.  An advisor will discuss 
the options available to each student during the spring. 
 Students from other schools, with a Statement of Special Education Need in Year 11 
can apply for a place at Glebe Sixth Form through the Local Education Authority service or 
by a direct application to the school office during the spring term.  There are places for 24 
students.  Medical provision in school is limited to the monitoring of student needs by the lo-
cal Health Authority and Basic First Aid.
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 Work Related Learning is a cornerstone of our approach from Year 7.  We aim to enable 
our students to prepare for employment through our taught curriculum, Work Experience 
and a focus on Enterprise Education. 
 
 The Alan Walker Studio is a purpose-built addition to Glebe School, constructed in 
2007 to contain facilities that have allowed us to greatly increase the range of activities of-
fered to our students.  The studio is used frequently for dance classes, both by Glebe students 
and others, and is also used extensively as a rehearsal and drama space.  A state of the art ICT 
installation allows digital video projection at near cinema quality, including specialised edu-
cational content in 3D.  This system has enabled us to join the nationwide “Filmclub” scheme, 
and start a weekly programme of after-school film screenings.  The design of the studio has 
also made it the ideal space for use of the innovative dance mat system used by our PE de-
partment.

Every Child Matters agenda puts student voice at the centre.  Glebe has a thriving school 
council which enables students to have a genuine input into the decision-making process 
and representation in whole-school issues.  Students are made aware of their responsibilities 
as members of the school through our Code of Conduct, consisting of:

• Be on time and follow instructions.
• Let others learn.
• Do the best you can.
• Respect other people.
• Respect your environment.

 Glebe follows a uniform policy; there is no special shop from which to purchase the 
clothing.  Parents are simply asked to provide the following, in accepted styles of school 
clothing:
  Blouse/Shirt:  White or light blue
  Skirt/Trousers:  Grey or black
  Cardigan/Sweater:  Navy blue or black (No logos)

For PE: White T-shirt Dark shorts
  Plimsolls/trainers Socks
  Towel   Boots
  Tracksuit (optional)
  
 Since September 2006, Glebe has been part of the network of schools that form the 
Specialist Schools and Academies Trust.  The trust accredits schools with a particular special-
ism, and Glebe’s is Cognition and Learning.  The specialism was chosen to reflect the wealth 
of experience the school has built up in supporting  students with a wide range of educa-
tional and social needs, including Autistic Spectrum Disorders.
 Membership of the SSAT has allowed us to develop the opportunities we offer to 
students, staff and other professionals.  Community links have been strengthened and 
projects with a number of other local schools are ongoing.  Within school, we have been 
able to create a purpose-built, specialist area for dance, drama and media; the Alan Walker 
Studio.  Projects are ongoing to find new and innovative teaching methods, which will 
increase the success we enjoy in promoting our students’ well-being and achievements.

 In addition to meeting the various needs of our students during their time at Glebe, 
we place great importance on giving our leavers the best possible start to their life after 
school.  All staff strive to ensure that all students achieve the best they can, and a range 
of qualifications are offered at Glebe, across the curriculum.  Currently, our exam portfolio 
includes GCSEs in English, Science, Maths, Art, iMedia, Expressive Arts and PE, as well as a 
number of Entry Level Certificates.
  Since 2008 Glebe students in years 10 and 11 have been offered the additional option 
of the Creative and Media Foundation Diploma.  In 2010 we will be launching the Landbased 
and Environment diploma as well.  All students are encouraged to pursue academic qualifi-
cations to the highest level appropriate to their individual abilities.


