
 
 

 
 

Evaluation for Investing in Children Membership 
 
Glebe School 

  
 
 
Introduction 
 
Glebe School is a secondary school for students aged 11-19 who have a statement 
of Special Educational Needs.  My visit was shadowed by Fiona Robinson from 
Bensham Manor School, already an Investing in Children member. 
 
 
Evidence of Dialogue and Change 

We were given a tour of the school by Sam (Year 7), Katie (Year 8), Jay (Year 10) 
and Joe (6th Form), all of whom are on the school council. 

Katie said that Glebe is a good school to go to because “the teachers help you and 
understand.” 

Subject and work experience choices 

Joe told us about the work experience that he had been on through school – to 
Marks and Spencer, Sainsbury’s and Tesco.  Joe told me that he had a conversation 
with the teacher about what he was interested in doing and has enjoyed his 
experiences of working in retail.  Now that Joe is in 6th Form, he has also chosen 
what subjects he would like to take and has picked Horticulture, Art and Magazine, 
producing the Student Shout.  Students get to choose their subjects from Year 10 
onwards.  Jay has chosen to take Geography, Art. PE and DT.  When Joe was in 
Year 11, he took History, Independent Studies and Art GCSE. 

Joe and Jay are both involved in the Bromley Garden Project and 3 times a year the 
school sells its produce at a local farmers market. 

Jack Petchey 

The school takes part in the Jack Petchey award.  Jay won it for improving his 
learning and gave the money to the English department.  Jay told us that students 
used to have to choose a subject to give the money to but now the winner decides 
with the school council how the money should be spent.  Recently the Jack Petchey 
award money has gone towards buying new computers for the school. 

Charity work  

Katie told us about some of the charity work she has been involved in at the school.  
She organised a Woolly Hat Day to raise money for St Mungo’s, a charity that 
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supports the homeless.  Katie wore her racoon hat to school!  She also researched 
WWF’s Earth Hour and encouraged the school to take part. 

Year 10 students worked with Envision, a social justice charity that works with 14 - 
19 year olds supporting them to develop their own projects.  The Year 10s had a “big 
group discussion” and chose to address homelessness. 

Later on in the week, the school was having a fundraising afternoon to raise money 
for Nepal following the disaster there.  Each form class is putting on activities and 
students can go round pay 10p to take part.  It was great to hear all of the different 
activities that the students have come up with: paper aeroplane making, a bike 
course, Wii dance, teacher’s race, 3D wire puzzle, food and dressing up teachers as 
animals and guessing whose inside! 

Film Projects 

Glebe is lucky to have Miss Dunne who works with students to produce film projects 
linked with any subject they like.  Students come to speak to Miss Dunne about their 
ideas and Miss Dunne then arranges with the teacher how they can link the film 
project to the subject.  The school now has their own 20 minute film version of the 
BFG because the students enjoyed reading it!  We saw an example of this in 
assembly, a film of students sharing their Spider poems with animations.  Miss 
Dunne is also available at lunch time and some students, like Jay, have been 
involved in extra projects with her as they really enjoy making films. 

Break time 

At assembly we were introduced to the school and students were invited to come 
and speak to us during break time.  

David N came to tell me that “our school council is very good with student voice.” 
David was on the school council at his old school and is now on the school council at 
Glebe as the biodiversity rep.  He is working with Mr Crabbe to get some long grass 
planted to promote bees. 

Tre has just started in 6th Form.  He told me that “Everything is new and the 
decorating is new.  It is really amazing that they organized for me to come here.” 

David G in Year 8 said, “It’s good going to Glebe.  You can get involved in lots of 
stuff like P.E.” 

Connor is Year 10 and said he has been to a lot of schools. He told me, “Everyone is 
open here and the teachers are here to actually help you.” He told me that Mrs 
Remfry and Mr Parrett have been particularly helpful supporting him and give him 
time to draw as “drawing helps people to understand me.” Connor would like to see 
more water fountains and shaded areas at school.  He said that he is confident that if 
he raises issues, things will change. 
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Connor is also in charge of the bus registers.  This began as a reward for good 
behaviour, he would get to help Mr Parrett at the end of the day and now it has 
become his role at school.  Connor makes sure that the buses park in the right 
spaces and gives them the registers for the children they are taking.  Connor has 
ideas for how to improve going home at the end of the day: he would like there to be 
a canvas shelter for the students that get taxis home and would like to improve 
health and safety as he is worried that someone might run in front of one of the 
buses.  He says that he will bring these issues to the school council later as they are 
very busy at the minute  

Fay, Year 9, told me that Glebe is “really good”.  She has recently been doing travel 
training and had a “red bus day”. “I like the teachers,” she told me. 

Jacqueline told me that she suggested that her school take part in Sport Relief and 
now that happens. 

School council 

We met with members of the school council and some other students after break.  
The school council meets every two weeks.  A sheet is sent out to all forms to gather 
ideas and issues from the students that are not on the school council.  The school 
council then present at assembly about what they have been discussing and 
decisions that have been made.  There is also a large display board in one of the 
main corridors with pictures of the student reps from each year and lists some of the 
changes that the school council have achieved: 

- Assemblies feedback 
- Eco-school 
- ICT 2 new PCs 
- Rainwater harvesting 
- Breakfast Club 
- Dusty Dog 
- Toilets 
- Sports 
- Bells in P.E. 
- Help with building work 
- Playground equipment 
- Water bottles 

When talking to the school council and their friends, a number of these 
achievements were mentioned by them as things that they feel proud of having 
done. 

Jess in Year 7 told us that coming to Glebe has “changed my life. I feel like everyone 
is equal and you don’t get bullied.  The teachers are really nice and I’m not scared to 
put my hand up in class.” Jess thinks that the school council should talk about the 
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handle on the toilet because on a hot day like the day that we visited, it was too hot 
to touch. 

Poppy is in Year 7 and is on the school council.  She is pleased to be involved in 
organising some school trips to Downe and Joss Bay.  She also said she gets 
particular support from Miss Remfry who Poppy feels understands her and listens to 
her. 

Connor in Year 8 said that he was proud that the school council had got a bell in P.E.  
There wasn’t a bell in the P.E. hall so students did not know when the lesson was 
over.  This was raised with the school council and there is now a bell in P.E. 

David N and David G from Year 8 told us that they have been talking to Jim about 
the building works and what it is going to look like.  David G thinks that they need to 
come up with a system for people to ask questions and get information about the 
building works as Jim is not at school all the time for them to talk to.  The boys said 
that the school council “will have a say in what goes where in the new build.” 

David N and David G also told us about how the school council runs. “I was chosen, 
voted to be in school council,” said David G.  They told us that usually the school 
council changes every year but “it hasn’t changed this year because we were really 
good.” However, they were clear that other students were still involved. “Children will 
ask us about their suggestions and we explain if things couldn’t happen.  We come 
back to things.” 

David N and David G also told us that they like how much choice they have a 
lunchtime. “There are loads of clubs,” David N told us. “You don’t have to go to 
clubs.  You can come here [to the library] and read books.  Sometimes I go to ICT, 
sometimes I go outside and sometimes I play Yugioh in the library.” 

Tye, who is in Year 9, told us that he thinks the sheet that goes round to the form 
classes really helps.  He thinks that the outdoor play equipment has been good, 
especially because the construction work means that the playground is smaller now. 

Jack and Jacqueline in Year 9 are looking forward to the Nepal afternoon.  
Jacqueline was also pleased that the school council had arranged for more PCs for 
the ICT department. 

The Year 9 students were glad that the toilets were improved because some of them 
were really terrible however some have now been knocked down as part of the 
construction work.  The rainwater harvesting has also been disrupted by the building 
work and is not currently used for the toilets but is still used for the hose in the 
garden. 

Hannah is in sixth form and is also pleased with the P.E. bell and playground 
equipment.  She thinks that it’s good that there is water in all of the classrooms but 
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recognises that the sixth form students are privileged as they have a water cooler 
and the water in the jugs can go warm. 

Hannah also told us about the independence sixth formers have as they make their 
own lunches, do their own shopping and run a tuck shop for the other students.  On 
a Friday they cook a hot meal and they take it in turns to shop and cook for 
everybody. 

Advocacy Group 

While we did not speak with any students that are in the Speak Up Advocacy Group, 
this seemed to be another positive way for students to share their views. The display 
board said that it is a group for students that might be shy or struggle to express 
themselves to get together to ask questions and have their voice heard and they 
have recently voted in a new register keeper and chair. 

 

 

Recommendations 

 

 

 

The Year 8 and Year 9 students we spoke to all raised school dinners as something 
that need to be improved saying that there is not enough choice and that sometimes 
the food is not very nice.  While he is frustrated with the quality of the school dinners, 
Adam feels that this is an issue that will have to wait until next year to be addressed 
properly as there is a lot going on in the school with the building works and year 7 
expanding to include a third class.  I hope that when the next year’s membership visit 
takes place, the students will be able to tell us all about the progress that has been 
made. 

 
 
Conclusion 
 
During our visit to Glebe School, we met with students who appeared relaxed in their 
school environment and had a lot of say in what goes on there.  On our tour of the 
school, Jay took us in to see Mr Seed, the head teacher whose door was open and 
seemed happy to have students drop in to see him and class teachers were happy 
for us to call in and say hello and for students to ask questions. 

The school council at Glebe seems to be very active and has resulted in a lot of 
positive change within the school.  The system for students being selected for the 

School dinners 
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school council did not seem to be consistent and I would encourage the school and 
council to think about how to make sure that the system is fair and that everyone that 
wants to have a chance to participate on the school council is able to put themselves 
forward.   

Based on the comments and recommendations from the children and young people 
who contributed to this report, I am pleased to recommend that Glebe School gains 
its first membership award. 
 
 
This report has been agreed by the students I met with who have signed the report 
below. 
 
 
 
Emma Rogan  
Project Worker 
Investing in Children CIC 
June 2015 
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Follow us on Facebook: Investing in Children - Young People's Page and Investing in Children 
Membership Award  
Follow us on Twitter: @IiC_rights  
We are a Community Interest Company (registered in England & Wales) No. 8428687 
 


